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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Cass, Joan Abe lard-Schuman 
THE CAT THIEF T3xl0¢ cloth; $2.75 


"Cats unite" was the cry heard throughout a cat infested seaside town when 
Esmerelda, the rat catcher, realized that Siamese Sarah's kittens had been stolen. 
Before this, all the neighborhood cats were busily pursuing their individual interests. 
Ginger Moll, the fish store pet, was bathing after her sumptuous dinner; Arabella, the 
alley cat, was licking her tail in the town garage; all the houseboat cats were romping 
playfully and Esmerelda, herself, was keeping her usual vigil. Summoning all their 
feline ferocity, they force the thief to turn over his loot. Though this may lack the 
wit of such similar stories, say H. Best's Desmond's First Case (Viking), it will never- 
theless please cat lovers and enchant them visually through William Stobbs' diversified 
pictures in full color. (1/12. LC:61-5403) 


Roberts, Cliff Watts 
THE HOLE 10 5/8x8 1/2 
paper over boards, $1.95 


A novelty item features a real hole smack in the center of the book and 2. 
different object built around it on each page. What is this gaping bit of emptiness? 
Is it a "fish in the sea"..."a wing on a bee"...or "a hammock for taking a nap?" Is 
it "a bouncing ball"..."a leaf in fall"...or "the peak of a general's cap"? To all 
these queries, the rhyme shouts "No" then holds up a mirror to a smiling "You". The 
only prerequisite for enjoyment is a well developed ability to recognize whole confi- 
gurations. (2/1) t\o~ 


EASY READING 


Thompson, Vivian L. Putnam 
THE HORSE THAT LIKED SANDWICHES TEX; Trade $2.00 
Lib. $2.19 


Most of the time Mario worked very hard pulling Tony's fruit wagon. He was 
really an ordinary work horse- except for one thing- his craving for sandwiches. The 
whiff of a ham, chicken or peanut butter sandwich would send Mario in wild pursuit of 
its dismayed owner. Although Tony makes amends to each of Mario's victims, the horse 
is not satiated until the children of the town surprise him with a feast fit for a 
horse. Aliki's illustrations in black and white and two colors are lively enough, but 
they cannot redeem a text which tries so hard to be funny but just doesn't make it. 
(1/29. LC:62-8718) 


Kirn, Ann Rand McNally 
TWO PESOS FOR CATALINA 7x9; $2.95 


Using the colors of Mexico - magenta, pink and burnt sienna- and some typical 
rural scenes depicted in charming "modern" illustrations, the author reflects the 
warmth of Mexican people in the story of a little girl who has two whole pesos to spend 
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on herself. With a market place full of goodies, Catalina has a hard time deciding, but 

when the image of a pair of shiny black shoes flashes by, she is completely sold. Firmly 
planted in her first pair of shoes and laden with candies for her friends, she heads back 

to an admiring group of intimates who agree with her choice. Ann Kirn is certainly not co 
writing a sociological treatise, yet the simplicity of her little story deeply probes the 
character of the Mexican and the environment in which he lives. (1/22. LC:62-8048) 


Jackson, Sally Reilly & Lee 
HERE WE GO 6 3/4x10; $2.50 


For the pre-primer reading audience, this combination of an easy reading voca- 
bulary and spritely illustrations (by Norma and Dan Garris), tells the story of a little 
boy and girl who go to the town fair, enjoy the rides and save a little goldfish from the 
playful paws of their baby cat. A nice little book to supplement the reading readiness 
program. (2/26. LC:62-7259) 





Martini, Teri Reilly & Lee 
WHAT A FROG CAN DO 6 3/4x10; $2.50 


Jimmy discovers "what a frog can do" in a most unexpected way. The little green 
pet he brings home escapes in the middle of the kitchen and leads Jimmy and Mother on a 
merry chase through the whole house. "A frog can make work" is the final conclusion drawn 
in a book that will please beginning readers in its simplicity. JUllustrations by Jo Polseno 
are reminiscent of coloring book pictures. (2/26. LC:62-7498) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Kendall, Lace Coward-McCann of 
THE SECRET LIONS $2.50; Lib. $2.52 


Because his breed is practically extinct on this particular mountain, a young 
lion club learns to live quietly and at peace. Throughout the year, he forages for food 
and escapes the hunter's gun, but he suffers from loneliness. When a young lioness comes 
on the scene he is assured of companionship and of populating the countryside with a new 
litter of lions. The vocabulary is geared for older children but the text is written ina 
manner familiar to their younger siblings. It lacks excitement to the same extent as the 
illustrations which lack the spirit of a mountain lion's lot. (1/29. LC:62-8034) 





Price, Olive Coward-McCann 
THE DONKEY WITH THE DIAMOND EARS $2.75 











* The same folk-like quality that pervaded The Phantom Reindeer is present in 
Olive Price's new story of a Brazilian peasant boy who earns the right to own the beloved ! 
donkey Poncho. For weeks Carlos bemoaned the fate of the enchanting little donkey which | 
has been bought by the diamond miners in the Valley of Jewels. When an accident renders 
Poncho useless the owners offhandedly give him to Carlos who patiently nurses the animal 
back to health. But another catastrophe is in store. Poncho is stolen and Carlos is 
forced to track down each of his suspects in bloodhound fashion. With the recovery of 
Poncho, Carlos inadvertently solves the mystery of a serious mine theft and becomes the 
hero of the valley. Children who followed The Song of the Lop-Eared Mule (10 J-10) to its 
exciting finale and cavorted with Bolivar (1006 J-322) through the pages of Hardie Gramatky's 
new book will understand why Carlos risks all for the sake of a donkey. (2/26. LC:62-8007) = 
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Dalgliesh, Alice Macmillan 
AMERICAN TRAVELS $3 .00 


In this revised edition of a popular book on modes of American travel, the 
same charming stories of early transportation reappear. As a means of modernizing this 
material, a small section has been included which mentions the innovation of space age 
achievements, atomic subs, helicopters, jets, hydrofoil ships and Alan Shepard's flight. 
The book's special vitality still lies in the stories of the past. (12/18. LC:61- 16542) 


Berrisford, Judith M. Reilly & Lee 
I’ ius, Anne Gordon A PONY IN THE FAMIL $2.95 


Within the framework of a pleasant story, an accomplished horsewoman has 
written a "documenta:7/" on the art of pony care. Penny and Jane Brooke were thrilled 
to welcome Freckles into their family damain. In the course of learnins to rile, the 
girls capri learn to appreciate the impovtance of knowing every inch of their aninxel. 


As they ome increasingly sensitive to Freckles' needs, the reader is given a lesson 
in (aer-horse communication. There is the time Freckles loses a shoe anid the girls 
ooserve the skills cf a blacksmith, cx when Freckles comes ccown with coli: and ‘he 


vetexinavian cures him. As Jane and Penny prepare feverishly vcr the forthcoming 
horse show, the; learn another impox:ant Bone that the szoils of victory ave nct 
were a sick anc overworked pet. The detailed iescriptions o:’ learninz to mcunt, 
trot, ani gump ‘ound out a complete guide. atts horses are on the immeciate 
hde128H cr to Se vorshipped from afar, the interested reader will learn a great deal 
about what it means to own a pony. The story itself functicns only as a vehicle “*o 
make this point. (2/26. £C:62-750%) 


SLEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Berry, Erick Chilton 
VALIANT CAPTIVE $2.95 


When raiding Incian tribes attack the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Margaret 

Eames and her younger sister Sally are taken captive along with many others ana are 

‘oreced to endure a cruel march northwerd to an Indian village. Despite bein scold 
to an Indian chief, the girls are treated with mercy and even make a few friends among 
the redskins. It is the struggle to protect Sally and the hariship of Indian live with 
which Margaret must contend and she meets the challenge admirably. The time spent in 
captivity is not without rewards. There is her friendship with young Eli ani the op- 
portunity to witness her own strength and ingenuity. Through Margaret's ability +o 
speak both English and the Indian dialect, she is instrumental in bargaining with the 
great leader of the tribes and in persuading him to send the captives ints Canaca. 
The clima:: tc a horrendous trek through the wilds of the north is safety for Marzav:t, 
Sally anc Eli. An exciting adventure tale of the early frontier. (2/1h. LC:02- 3325) 


Fry, Rosalie Dutton 
THE ECHO SONG Trade $3.25; $3.13 net 


This English author-illustrator is perhaps too inclined to let her plo> 
on atmosphere and folk material for effect - and this is again a fault with a somewhat 
diffuse tale of the modern Welsh countryside. One large Welsh family provides the 
cast of characters; the town song fest, the focus of interest. The author develops- 
then drops abruptly- Bronnie Morgan's plans to enter the family in the contest, but 
at the end young David enters on his own, while Bronnie's imitation of the legendary 
echo girl wins the prize. But between this finale and the initial project, is Bronnie's 
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absorbed interest in the nesting place of two kites. Until the fledglings of these rare 
birds hatch, the Morgans form a bird protection society of their own to protect the eggs 

against hostile intruders. Customs and regional flavor, personalities and everyday affairs 

of the people of Wales come through a story that seems lacking in coordination and inte- ae 
gration. (2/28/62. LC:62-10382) 






Hastings House 


$2.95 


Bud Baker, a football hero is encouraged to keep in shape by going out for another 
sport during his off-season lull. Bud chooses swimming and is soon frustrated by his lack 
of proficiency. A talk with Coach Sorenson changes Bud's attitude toward his second choice 
sport and regenerates that old desire to win. Long sessions in body conditioning, in prac- 
tice, meets and racing techniques prove to Bud that "there is more to swimming than just 
swimming’. Having learned the hard way through failure, and through the observation and 
competition of experts, Bud is finally on his way to mastery. Bud's training, both in and 
out of the water, can be used as a real model for any future racer. A glossary of swimming 
terms concludes a technically dependable book for boys by a popular author. (2/20. LC:62-10084) 


Jackson, C. Paul 





BUD BAKER, RACING SWIMMER 


























Milne, A. A. New York Graphic Society 
ONCE ON A TIME $3 .95 


* Followers of A. A. Milne, old and young, will welcome a book which has been un- 
available in this country for over 40 years. It is the antic tale of the kingdoms of 
Euralia and Barodia, a raucous medley of logicians, magicians, buffoons and charming ladies 
whose assorted fates are decided by social propriety, to some the first law of the land; or 
magical enchantments, which can be broken at convenient moments; or circumstance, over which 
they have no power. Ostensibly it tells the story of two kings who go to war, and of the 
women who rule in their absence. Symbolically, it is a good natured spoof of all fairy ry 
tales, and in the long run, of the uncontrollable but forgivable foibles of human nature. 
Children who cannot yet go below the surface will be rewarded nevertheless by the activities 
of Prince Udo and the Countess Belvane, by Princess Hyacinth and her irrepressible lady-in- 
waiting, and by the hilarious conduct of men at war. Adults will delight in the typical 
Milne humor and the allegorical meanings. Susan Perl's comic, current illustrations are 
perfectly attuned to the text. (2/19. LC:62-10116) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Hiser, Iona S. Rand McNally 
FROM SCALES TO FANCY FEATHERS $3.25 


Iona Hiser has written a competent introduction to ornithology which is filled 
with information for the avid and the initiated bird enthusiast. From the vantage point 
of her own patio in Arizona, she has observed the habits of a wide variety of feathered 
creatures and she uses much of this first hand experience to the fullest. The prehistoric 
origin of birds, how they fly, select mates and nesting places, build nests and raise their 
young introduces the reader to general instinctual patterns. Then the many ways in which 
birds are beneficial to man emotionally prepares him for the individual introductions that 
follow. The habits of such familiar species as the humming bird, thrasher, mocking bird, 
dove, robin, woodpecker, shrike, lead into the more interesting descriptions of rare birds 
and strange habits. The western tanager, the gray jay, surprisingly the cowbird, and the 
phainopeplar bird enter this category. Conversational writing and succinct explanations 
insure a wider audience than usual. Illustrated in color and black and white. (2/16) 
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Jarman, T. L. Watts 
A PICTURE HISTORY OF ITALY $4.95 


This is an English import which traces Italian history from the world of 
Ancient Rome through the first Popes and Emperors, the rise of the City States, the 
Renaissance, the years of Spanish rule, Napoleon's conquest, Italian unification and 
the events of the last hundred years. It is a simple overview whose strength lies 
mainly in Clarke Hutton's picturesque drawings. Other Picture Histories in this 
series concentrate on Great Britain, Canada, France and the United States. (2/1. 


LC: 62-8587) 


Stenhouse, Lawrence Watts 
THE STORY OF SCOTLAND $4.95 


Another English import which emphasizes the political development of Scotland 
and details the long succession of kings and the drama of Mary's reign. Though it 
describes the rise of modern cities and industries, we are left with the impression 
that Scotland still draws heavily on its past history for substance. The text is 
unusually informative but it suffers in appearance from crowded printing and dull 
illustrations. (2/1. LC:62-9015) 


| 
ai THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Gault, William Campbell Dutton 
TWO-WHEELED THUNDER $2.95 


In expected fashion, this writer takes a turn on the mundane old motorcycle 
and makes it seem as exciting as the newest sputnik. According to Tom and his "blood 
brother", friend Jerry, the trend toward smaller cars is logically veering toward two- 
wheeled machines - and what better proving ground for the motorcycle than the wide 
open spaces of the Midwest where the boys live. After earning some money, both boys 
get their "bikes"and start entering competitions. Jerry has always been a sore loser 
and soon his friendship with Tom is threatened by poor sportsmanship. The boys part 
company, each developing his skills in a series of races. In the end Jerry's good 
sense prevails as he comes in second to Tom and congratulates him with a big smile. 
Tom is the central character of the story and all of Jerry's reactions are seen 
secondhand from his viewpoint. Since the spirit of competition is a factor here, it 
might have been more valuable to place Jerry in the starring role. The plot in 
general is routine. The major emphasis is on motorcycle racing and how the balance 
of luck and skill is achieved as the novice proceeds to master the sport. (2/28. 

LC: 62-7832 ) 


Engle, Eloise John Day 
DAWN MISSION $3 .50 


Assigned to Korean duty, Jill Saunders is forced to relinquish the protection 
of her politically influential mother and the naivete of childhood in one sweeping 
move. Her job as Air Force flight nurse is to rescue the wounded in remote areas of 
Korea and transport them safely to the base hospital in Japan. The reality of war and 
suffering is her immediate concern and her own fears are forced down as if they were 
tangible. Each mission holds unpredictable crises. Should she accept a half dead man 
aboard an overcrowded plane? What help can she offer foreign troops with whom she can- 
not even communicate? How should she deal with the attempted suicide of one of the 
wounded? Her co-workers, pilots, medical technicians, fellow nurses are a great source 
of help, but Jill is harassed by a cynical female columnist who resents this daughter 
of a Washington politician. The obvious plot embellishments are intended to increase 
the drama, but the ring of authenticity in Eloise Engle's descriptions of the Korean 
War and the job of Air-Evac steal the scene entirely. A-fine—eddittor-to Tie Daughters 


of Yalor series (2/17. LC:62-7786) 
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Hastings House 


Musgrave, Florence 
MERRIE'S MIRACIE $3 .00 @ 








A seasoned author of’ juvenile books barrages her audience with a multitude of 
themes which serve only to diffuse the plot and confuse the reader. The story opens as 
the Hilliard family is settling down in the bleak country surrounding Lake Erie. For 
some hazy reason Mr. Hilliard decides to leave a pregnant wife and three children in order 
to journey back East to meet his brother's ship. Now the responsibility of keeping every- 
one alive falls on the shoulders of lame Merrie Hilliard. She begins by helping her mother 
give birth, by pawning a favorite possession for food and finally by retrieving her father. 
With Mr. Hilliard home, the situation is well in hand and Merrie is permitted to attend 
school with her chum, Betsy. Before long she is involved in the "literary society", the 
underground railroad, romance and a fresh conflict over her handicap. Merrie’s Miracle 
is apparently her release from the domination of a twisted leg - though her life until now 
has been testimony to the contrary. Carried out to a logical conclusion any one of these 
themes might have made a substantial story. (2/20. LC:62-10088) 





[THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Smith, E. Brooks & Meredith, Robert-EFds. Little, Brown 
PILGRIM COURAGE $3.25 


These episodes from Governor William Bradford's original history of the Pilgrims 
have been adapted and edited for the high school historian who prefers original source 
material whenever possible. It tells the political background which gave rise to the 
Pilgrims' flight to Holland and goes on to chronicle their departure from Holland and pre- 
parations for the Mayflower voyage and the famous expedition itself. The hardships and 
problems that the Pilgrims endured between their first landing and the Thanksgiving feast te 
are often swiftly passed over in more streamlined accounts. Here they are given full at- 
tention from descriptions of the three major explorations of the New World through their 
relations with the Indians to the actual building of their colony. This is an entirely 
dependable and authentic account. (2/21. LC:62-8314) 

> 
Picard, Barbara L. Putnam 
THE TOWER AND THE TRAITORS $3 .50 


The Tower of London is the setting, the headsman's sword the only prop in this 
chilling chronicle of the most famous executions of English history. Though in the majority 
of cases the ending to each of these tales is the same, the events leading up to the 
deaths of Sir Thomas More, Anne Boleyn, Katheryn Howard, Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Thomas 
Overbury differ in political implication. The act of treason has been open to wide inter- 
pretation down through the ages, and the history of the Tower reflects all the shameful 
miscarriages of justice perpetrated by absolute rule. Though the Earl of Nithsdale managed 
the impossible in his escape, most of the Tudors and Stuarts imprisoned there never achieved 
similar success. An ingenious theme will appeal to the cloak and dagger set and may even 
inspire further investigation. (1/2. LC:62-7524) 


Riedman, Sarah R. Rand McNally 
MASTERS OF THE SCALPEL $4.25 


The successful heart operation performed on 3 year old Mabel Chin before millions 
of TV viewers may be considered a milestone in the field of surgery. How did medicine at- 
tain these heights? Who were the pioneers responsible? In this precise overview of the & r 
major developments in surgery from the time of the ancients to the present, the men who made 
the greatest contributions take a starring role and their achievements are placed in the 
context of history. With all the material open for selection, the author has done a cogent 
job in stressing the landmarks of medical progress. The slow and tortuous evolution begins 
with the Babylonians and makes its way through the reign of the barber-surgeon, the dis- 
coveries in human anatomy, pathological surgery, and antisepsis. The story continues as the 
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surgeon wins his fight against septicemia and makes initial efforts in-neuro, lung, 
heart and eye surgery. Each chapter centers on a man - Vesalius, Semmelweis, Lister, 
Jackson, Ferrier, Cushing, and Murphy, and though the book is unified, each part may 
be read separately. Despite the.fact that failure and regression characterize 
medical history along with progress and change, social reaction is treated peripher- 
ally, for the sake of greater scope. Involved technical descriptions are avoided 
making this a good choice for the youths with a future in medicine. (2/16.LC:62-8049) 


Hoyt, Edwin P. | Reilly & Lee 
GROVER CLEVELAND : ' $3 £95 


A competent historian examines the political career of Grover Cleveland 
and the forces which catapulted a relatively unknown Buffalo lawyer into the lime- 
light. Cleveland's career in local government - as Mayor and later as: Governor- 
were characterized by his strong stand against corrupt government during a time when 
chicanery was met with alarming apathy by the public. His struggles with Tammany 
and his direct and simple approach to all issues brought him to the center of national 
attention. During his two terms in office as President, Cleveland dealt largely with 
domestic issues - the Pullman strike, the controversy over gold-.and silver, and as 
always the complicated machinery of party politics. More than-a biography of the man, 
this illuminates the times in which he served, the problems facing his’ country and 
the particular effect he had in dealing with them. A minimum of insight into the 
character and personality of Cleveland is offered gearing this for those interested 
in a detailed segment of American history. Informed if not spirited writing. 
(2/26. LC:62-7506) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Jenkins, Elizabeth Coward-McCann 
ELIZABETH AND LEICESTER $5.75 


The enigmatic and contradictory figure of Robert Dudley, Earl of leicester, 
emerges as a personality in this minutely detailed and scholarly study of him in 
relation to his queen. The period with all its ramifications and bids for power, all 
its petty manoeuvers for position, its double-crossing and its ruthlessness demands 
the majestic figure of Elizabeth to Save it. The flavor of the era makes it valuable. 
F. R. p. 1070. (1/29. LC:62-7360) | | 


Gilbreth, Frank B., Jr. Dodd, Mead 
HE'S MY BOY $3 -95 


A widower with a grownup daughter, Frank Gilbreth took another wife and 
soon found himself the father of a son. With uncommon charm and joviality, he intro- 
duces this new member of the Gilbreth clan to the family's many friends. Cheaper by 
the Dozen is by now about as up-to-date as Qur. Town and Bells on Their Toes tended 
just a bit toward pomposity. This new chronicle of the Gilbreths is a happy re- 
flection of the best of both books. F.R. p. 1074. (2/5. LC:62-8751). 


Ransom, Jay Ellis ' “a . : Harper 
ROCK HUNTER'S RANGE GUIDE $5.95 


Sub-titled How and Where to Find Minerals and Gem Stones in the United 
States, this is much more than a guide. The author provides considerable information 
of a technical and scientific nature on classifications under the specific chemical 
families as the simplest approach; on field identification, based on the geologic 
timetables and the three basic types of rocks. He discusses geologic maps as field 
aids and how to use them to best advantage. A very practical and complete hobby 
book for the amateur collector. F.R.p. 1079. (2/14) 
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Stirling, Monica Harper 
MADAME LETIZIA , $5 .00 


Madame Letizia Bonaparte, the mother of Napoleon, was fully worthy of her famous 
son, and happily, this biography is worthy of her. Mis Stirling's book is a pleasant 
addition to Napoleonic lore; her view of Napoleon and of his mother is almost entirely 
sympathetic, yet she manages to avoid the pitfalls of panegyric and presents her characters 
as vivid human beings. For the history or biography addicts. F. R. p. 1079. (2/14) 


Corbett, Scott Little, Brown 
DANGER POINT $3.25 


Before the catastrophe of the Birkenhead, (1852) codes of chivalry at sea in 
time of crisis were practically non-existent. In this book, Scott Corbett describes the 
disasters of the Rothesay Castle and the Medusa in order to illustrate the incredible 
episodes of shameful conduct at sea in the nineteenth century. In the year 1852, after 
two and a half months of peaceful sailing the Birkenhead struck an uncharted pinnacle reef 
in South African waters, immediately endangering the lives of the 630 aboard. For the 
first time in history, the cry "Women and children first" echoed 'fore and ‘aft as a dis- 
ciplined crew and courageous captain worked to save as many lives as possible and inad- 
vertently to establish a tradition that was to affect the course of future maritime history. 
Careful research has obviously gone into the re-enactment of these disasters just as sen- 
sationalism has obviously been deleted. The result is a fine though hair raising account 
for sea buffs everywhere. (2/28. LC:62-8308) 


Scharff, Robert SA fh Aa Putnam 
SEEBENG ONE DESIGN CLASS BOATS. {dud Wok $5.95 2 


The emphasis is on boats with the same set of specifications and measurements 
that make them similar to sister sailing boats. A section describes the one-design classes, 
offers information about types to choose from and the associations available for procedures 
and memberships. Over 100 photographs complement a text for a growing, enthusiastic sports 
group. F.R. p. 1075. (2/8. LC:61-12744) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


1006 (J-322) Hall, Willis- THE ROYAL ASTROLOGER- from 1/8 to 1/30 (Coward-McCann) 

1007 (J-323) GETTING TO KNOW SERIES- from 1/31 to 2/28 (Coward-McCann) 

1007 (J-323) Moscow, Alvin- A CITY AT SEA- prices from $2.75 & $2.68 to $2.95 & $2.86. 

Please add A to title. (Putnam) 

1009 (J-325) Spencer, Cornelia- CLAIM TO FREEDOM- from 1/5 to 2/2 (John Day) 

1009 (J-325) Stambler & Ashmead- FIND A CAREER IN ENGINEERING- from 1/4 to 2/5 (Putnam) 

1009 (J-325) Thomas, Henry- FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT- definite date 1/29 (Putnam) 

1009 (J-325) Whitehouse, Arch- BILLY MITCHELL- definite date 1/30. Note correct authors 
for these two titles reversed on announcement. (Putnam) 

1048 (J-328) Bradley, Duane- MYSTERY AT THE SHOALS- from 2/1 to 3/21 (Lippincott) 

1048 (J-328) Chester, Michael- THE MYSTERY ON THE LOST MOON- from 1/30 to 2/12 (Putnam) 

1049 (J-329) Bishop, Curtis- LITTLE LEAGUE DOUBLE PLAY- from 2/? to 3/21 (Lippincott) =~ 4 
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ONE MUST BOOK 
February 16 


Renault, Mary Pantheon 
THE BULL FROM THE SEA $4.95 


The legend of Theseus provided the springboard for the earlier book, The 
King Must Die, but only the early portions of the legend were used. This picks up 
the thread of story, half legend, half history, and carries through Theseus' ad- 
ventures from his return to Athens to find that his father had killed himself thinking 
the Cretan expedition had ended in disaster- on to his own not dissimilar end. Per- 
haps even more than in its predecessor is the dependence of this story on familiarity 
with the intricacies of the Theseus' myth but even more on a thorough grounding in the 
religion, the superstitions, the duality of the role of king and god, and the clarifi- 
cation modern archaeology has brought to many of the ancient legends. The story it- 
self is a fascinating one as Theseus, while accepting the political necessity of re- 
turning to Crete and taking Phaedra, the Cretan princess in marriage, allows himself 
to be diverted by his friend, Pirithoos, and to turn to piracy and sundry feats of 
valor. In the course of this he carries off the queen of the Amazons, Hippolyta, who 
becomes the love of his life, and though- at her behest- he goes through with his 
marriage to Phaedra, it is only after Hippolyta's death in battle that he finally 
brings his wife and son to Athens- and to ultimate disaster. So much for the bare 
bones of the tale. Its fascination lies in the intricate interweaving of the Theseus 
stories with other myths, in the superb recapturing of the classic way of life, and 
most of all in the sheer magic of the telling. (March Book-of-the-Month) (LC:62- 


892h ) 
TWO CANDIDATES ON NAME and ONE ON FAME 


February 16 


Quiller-Couch, Arthur & Doubleday 
du Maurier, Daphne $4.50 
CASTLE DOR 


A famous English man of letters of the old school, Quiller-Couch started- 
and never finished- this refurbishing of the Tristan legend in modern dress. A friend 
of the family, Miss du Maurier agreed to finish the novel,and the work of two master 
craftsmen is skillfully integrated in Castle Dor. The result is a story of star 
crossed lovers,- a spoiled and beautiful young woman married to an elderly inn-keeper, 
and a young Breton lad, rescued from a vicious captain by well wishers in a Cornish 
seaport - and exposed to the wiles of the young wife. A learned doctor, student 
of the local lore,andwith his own theories of the realities behind the Tristan story, 
is shocked at eerie indications that here before his eyes is a reincarnation miracle. 
He tries in vain to stop it; the romance moves on to its inevitable and tragic end. 
Sometimes the pace of story bogs down in the scholarship. The end result is perhaps 
more Quiller-Couch than du Maurier, though it has a certain charm and fascination, 
and if the sale is not marred by the one-shot appearance, is certain of a substantial 
du Maurier sale. (LC:62-8075) 
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February 16 


Lagerkvist, Par Random House 
THE DEATH OF AHASUERUS $3.75 = 


* Winner of a Nobel Prize in 1951 and probably the most important author of the 
Swedish Literary revival, Par Lagerkvist is known to English-speaking readers through his 
three novels Saraobas, The Dwarf, and The Syb1! The author describes himself as a 
"religious atheist", and in this latest novel, as in the other three, he probes deeply 
and often painfully into the question of moral good and evil in man's tormented and ambi- 
valent experience. Lagerkvist again uses his favorite form- the tale, creating a brief 
but highly concentrated mould into which he casts "the teller", "the listener", and a 
dissipated woman who has had a meaningful love experience with "the teller". The first 
two-thirds of this tale concentrate on "the teller" and the peculiar desperation which is 
driving him on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The brief remainder of the book is devoted to 
the dramatic, moving death of "the listener", whom we soon recognize as a character from 
The Sybil - @ man who refused his house as a resting place to Christ (as He carried His 
cross towards His crucifixion) and was condemned to the pain of eternal life. Stripped 
of the opulence and artifacts found in current historical novels, Lagerkvist's seemingly 
artless dialogue and deceptively simple narrative project his particular characters and 
theme into universals. For readers of The Sybi!, here is the provocative sequel; for 
others, we suggest reading fhe Syb:! before undertaking this one. 





February 26 


Seton, Anya Houghton Mifflin 
DEVIL WATER $5.95 
Once again Anya Seton has steeped herself in her background of the early 18th coal 


century and the two Jacobite rebellions,-the history, the way of life, the people and the 
many ramifications that conditioned their emotions, their loyalties, their points of view. 
That her research took her back through the periphery of family record and romantic tales 
handed down for generations, to Northumberland and the Scottish Border, to the coal pits 

of Tyneside, and to London of Elizabeth and James and the first of the Hanover line, and 
finally to Colonial Virginia, from the James River back to the Piedmont Wilderness, lends 
this book broad scope and rich heritage. Chiefly it is a tale of the Radcliffes, the dedi- 
cated and saintly James, and the younger Charles, something of a scapegrace. Charles' life 
was distorted by an early indiscretion- and his story carries on to his daughter Jenny and 
her own tempestuous romance. It is a many threaded novel with a central plot and sundry sub 
plots. But the characters come alive- and, though history helped to mold them, much of what 
happened is seen to come from their innermost convictions, their holding to a lost cause, 
their courage and the imponderables that made up the great extremes in their mode of life. 
While at times the pace of story is blurred by the. complexities of the issues which domina- 
ted these uneasy years, always the lines come clear and the reader is caught up in the mood 
and vitality of the theme. (LC:62-7256) 


And A Fair Assortment For Special Mention 
For the coterie of devotees, a new Compton-Burnett, THE MIGHTY AND THEIR FALL (Simon & 
Schuster); for popular reading at a not too high intellectual level, THE CACTUS AND THE 


CROWN by Catherine Gavin (Doubleday); for gentle satire and romance with a new twist, 
Bruce Marsha!!'s A GIRL FROM LUBECK (Houghton Mifflin). Reports to follow. 


And- A Warning- Quotas on "Q" for Questionable- Way Up! 
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January 8 


Bloomfield, Anthony Scribner 
THE TEMPTER $3 «95 


In England, this ritualistic and transcendental parable of evil has had an 
exciting press and occasioned comparisons, perhaps to be questioned, with Graham 
Greene. In its theme, and superficial use of thriller material as a mask, it is almost 
closer to Duerrenmatt. Overtly, the tempter is Samson, a bookseller, who conducts a 
pornographic studio behind the locked doors of his shop. A man of infallible intuition, 
he is also a satanic, messianic figure. Bateman, a policeman assigned to the case 
(and later relieved of his duty), falls in love with one of Samson's newest recruits, 
and he too becomes one of the "nightwalkers". The death of another of their members 
only proves what Samson has always known, that they are all indivisible and responsi- 
ble in the "brotherhood of guilt". Further premonitions of exposure, disaster and 
disgrace do not dissolve their loyalty to Samson or each other, and by the close- 
once again- the duality of good and evil has been established. All in all, it is 
quite a showcase for the saturnine and the sinister. (LC:62-7928) 


January 19 


Hailey, Arthur Doubleday 
IN HIGH PLACES $4.95 


Arthur Hailey's new novel shifts from the medical (The Fina! Diagnosis) 
to the political arena of controversy, compromise and concession, and the scene this 
time is Canada where the Prime Minister, James Howden, is working toward an Act of 
Union with the U.S. which may encounter great resistance. However, the larger issue 
is obscured by an internal contretemps; Warrender, his Minister of Immigration, holds 
to a closed immigration policy which has blocked the entry of a man without a country 
(Henri Duval who was born at sea) and although Howden does not approve of Warrender's 
stand, he is Warrender's victim. A private, disreputable deal with Warrender nine 
years before had made possible his election. The press makes an issue of Duval which 
jeopardizes Howden, and the Act of Union seems likely to be defeated until one of his 
subordinates is able to use blackmail to counter blackmail and gives him a reprieve.... 
Along with the lesson in practical politics, there's a love affair and it is combined 
and calculated to hold the reader's interest at a popular level. (LC:61-9513) 


January-30 2} 13 


Compton-Burnett, Ivy Simon & Schuster 
THE MIGHTY AND THEIR FALL $4.50 


Ivy Compton-Burnett's eighteenth novel is very true to the pattern she has 
established with such brilliance: again the family is the miniature of a larger world 
in which self-interest is the central motive; she bares the bloodless infighting of a 
Victorian household where attachments between the generations are subtly destructive 
and belie the appearance of obeisance and acceptance; the servants voice their opinions 
in the background, and the children are seen, very much heard and often outrageously 
outspoken. In this case the story concerns the five motherless children of Ninian 
Middleton, his adopted brother, Hugo, and his mother, Selina, a forceful figure, as 
is the eldest daughter, Lavinia. Ninian plans to give them a stepmother, a Mrs. 
Chilton, who at first finds him too encumbered, and then relents, in spite of Lavinia's 
attempted obstruction of the marriage; there is a question of a will, as Ninian's 
long not-seen brother returns home to die, and further conflict at the death of 
Selina, as well as over Lavinia's plans to wed Hugo.... Once again the wholly conver- 
sational technique, a special language of quips, epigrams and riddles which is also 
an intellectual sport, gives this its character and appeal for her established 
coterie. For many she is still a taste to be acquired. For others, virtually a cult. 


(LC:62-7547) 
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February 9 





Doubleday 
GOD'S HIGH TABLE $5.95 






Cooley, Leland Frederick 


len Cooley's second novel is a perhaps overgenerous story about the conflict 
between modern progress in the state of Washington and a puritanical religious sect off 

in the hills. There the Jakobites work hard, pray hard and preach hard in a crag-walled 
bowl of the Pacific Northwest mountain range; long ago they left the world of the devil 

to live in communal stoicism, scorning the side-effects of industrialization and civili- 
zation. However, when the people of neighboring Mill City plan to run a new highway 
straight by their Eden, the plots thicken. Jeremy is the hero, a thirty year old innocent, 
the son of the Patriarch, who slowly, surely but honorably succumbs to the blandishments 

of sex, true love and the fellowship of all who had aroused his father's fears and fulmi- 
nations. There's an attempted rape; a horse theft; a murder; a knock-down-drag-out fight 
and a canyon eruption. And among the central characters, readers will find Jeremy's teen- 
age niece, and the young widow with whom he falls in love, particularly appealing. A 
wholesome story with an indigenous background and a sturdy narrative. (LC:61-9497) 


Doubleday 
THE CACTUS AND THE CROWN $4.95 





Gavin, Catherine 


This book is the story of a young American doctor and his nineteen-year-old 
sister, southern gentry, who emigrate to Mexico after the American Civil War. An old 
uncle who lived there has died and left them property, and this seems a chance to escape 
experience a new life: but the brother and sister have different ideas about what they 
hope to find there. The brother is a hard, reactionary man who has contempt for his 
liberal, northern-educated sister; much of the book is concerned with the working out of 
their mutual antagonism. But the brother is an excellent and dedicated doctor who comes 
to the attention of the Emperor Maximilian, soon after his arrival. Later he becomes the 
favored doctor of the Empress. (The author- whose research would seem authentic, paints 
her as already mad, barren, ether-addicted, somewhat at odds with other historians who 
place this later in her history). The doctor violently disapproves of his sister's love 
for a French legionaire, one of the force supplied by Napoleon III to prop up the failing 
puppet regime. In the end it is the sister who triumphs, managing to save both her be- 
loved hacienda and her French husband when the Empire falls. The book's plot, complicated 
by the historical involvements and the variety of characters, taxes the novelist's cons- 
cientious determination to bring all into focus. And the artistry of the style is regret- 
tably limited. But as a March Literary Guild selection, it will be off to a popular sale. 
(LC :61-14002 ) 


February 16 


Chapela, E. Salazar Abelard-Schuman 
NAKED IN PICCADILLY $4 .00 


This translation from the Spanish is predicated on the transformation of a mild, 
subservient man with ridiculous physical attributes (weight, voice, etc.) into a whole, new, 
impressive personage. That such an exterior change effects an inner bouleversement sends 
Charles Pim, after much surgery in the war and the decision to have himself declared dead, 
back to England to claim his inheritance (from himself) as the aggressive Australian, George 
Tilbury. In this guise he becomes a partner in his old real estate firm, puts his ex-father- 
in-law and brother-in-law in their places, succumbs to Diana, his wife now married again, 
and avoids the dangers that,with his knowledge of the past, could trip him up in the present. 
A success, treated with respect, pleased with his wife as mistress, he is about to make known 
his true identity. Instead, Diana fully revealed, he makes his exit - with a new love in 
tow. A first appearance in English gives a sharp look at the ordinary man, fantastically 
released into a dreamed of world - which in turn has its drawbacks for the alter ego. The 
entertainment here has cutting moments. (LC:61-11629) 
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February 16 


Blassingame, Wyatt Doubleday 
HALO OF SPEARS $3.95 


Wilful and wantonly wasteful of a guaranteed birthright David Mayfield re- 
fuses help from his Alabama home when he is accused of - and pleads guilty to - the 
murder of Clytee Mawson, the young, kind wife of Florida moonshiner Tom. Sentenced 
to the chain gang which is leased to the Ivy Naval Stores Company for convict labor, 
David learns the indignities, the degradation and the humiliations forced on his 
whole group. He learns too of the pine forests destroyed for turpentine, and his 
need to be punished gradually disappears when his will to survive drives him to try 
to escape to help the Negro Booker,and in turn, with his innocence established, to 
be of aid to the demon-possessed woods captain, Durrance. The theme of expiation is 
luridly lit by the malpractices to convicts in the late 1890's, with narrative often 
giving way to shock. (LC:62-7604) (Q) 


February 49 7? | 


Domingo, Xavier Braziller 
VILLA MILO $4.00 


God is indeed love in Xavier Domingo's first novel, which its publishers 

describe as "cosmic allegory". Bedrooms are transmuted into votive chapels and a 
Spanish bordello is the Paradise from which Paco, the young protagonist, is expelled. 
To anyone, with the possible exception of a philosophy professor specializing in 
"Absurdity in the 20th Century Novel", an organic understanding of Vz!!'a Milo is 
well-nigh impossible. Nevertheless, as is the case with many sorts of avant-garde 
experimental forms, piece by piece, thought by thought, sentence by sentence, this 
is nothing less than high-voltage, enthralling writing replete with shock, sensuous 
_ imagery in the style of D.H. Lawrence. "Interesting" is the word commonly used to 

describe this sort of thing:- "The World is only an ovary. It's a great spectacle, 
jammed full of lively foetuses". ..:"But I know that life is nothing more than a 
succession of acts of love for God and of human bad luck". ..."They took me to Villa 
Milo and Dona Fili adopted me with an eye to the future. She gave me a levitical 
education in this temple of Venus". ..."She knew the devil's science, which is living 
in evil while doing good. Such is the nature of evil, to be the marrow and height of 
goodness". Interesting, n’est-ce pas? In the absence of God, there's only Xavier 


Domingo. (LC:62-9934) (Q) 


Goytisolo, Juan 4% abe Knopf 
ISLAND OF WOMEN $3 .50 


The female narrator of Goytisolo's novel, Claudia, returns to Malaga for ar 
eleven day vacation to visit her husband, some old friends, and perhaps find out 
what it is that has plunged her into a state of worsening despair. She runs around 
the island with a bizarre group of debauchees and they all play the modern, absurd 
games: id est, homosexuality, lesbianism, playful sodomy, adultery, alcoholism. She 
recalls the days - before the war - when she and her husband Rafael were naive enough 
to believe that the world could be changed. Rafael had been a brilliant journalist 
and she an energetic idealist, doing good deeds in her Falange uniform. The moral 


erosion began because "the war had changed nothing". Both of them now are sexually 
impotent, he drinks to excess, she runs around with men and women. But they've 
agreed not to have to "account to each other". After the eleven day jaunt, Claudia 


realizes that nothing at all has changed, that her moral gangrene is progressing 
normally. In short, nothing very new. Asexual, absurd, destitute people chronicled 
by rather mediocre writing. Translated from the Spanish by Jose Yglesias. (LC:62- 
8668) (Q) 
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February 19 





Vailland, Roger Knopf 
TURN OF THE WHEEL $3.50 = 















The destructive effects of a grand passion are succinctly, dryly shown in this 
third novel which perhaps- in the character of its theme- has a more concentrated intensity 
than the earlier Fete and 7he Law. Milan and Roberte, married for fifteen years, go 
shooting at dawn in the country; they bag only a jay and a thrush, but enjoy talking to- 
gether. This idle killing quickly becomes a more sinister motif, when Roberte deliberately 
draws the young, innocent, beautiful schoolteacher into their lives, as auditor and on- 
looker. To Helene they both, sometimes together, sometimes alternately, confide the story 
of the passion as well as an earlier tragedy. Helene is enthralledand is slowly, imper- 
ceptibly corrupted. She also falls in love with Milan. Meanwhile these two have been 
quarrelling fiercely and using her as a pawn; then Milan writes a letter to Helene, explain- 
ing what the reader already guesses-- that their passion has long since become a crippling 
network of idleness, hatred and dependence, and that he plans to leave Roberte but does not 
wish to be involved elsewhere. He leaves this letter where Roberte may possibly read it, 
and she kills herself... These sensual, intellectual people, withal likeable in themselves, 
are a frightening pair, and, though the book is too coolly written to be truly moving, it 
contains mch bitter truth about a special relationship. (LC:62-8670) 

























February 20 v 


Rajan, Balachandra Atheneum 
TOO LONG IN THE WEST ./ $4.50 





Toc Long in the West is the second novel of Dr. Rajan, who earlier wrote a 
sensitive novel, The vark Dancer, about a young Indian man who returns from years of edu- oe 
cation in England to enter an arranged marriage and to re-adjust to the life and hopes of 
his country. The story of the present book is superficially similar. [In /':> Long in the 
West a young Indian girl returns after three years at Columbia University to her family's 
summer home in the hills, where she is to inspect the possible husbands her eccentric 
father has solicited by advertisement. The treatment in the two books, however, is very 
different. Jo00 Long in the West.attempts to be a comic novel satirizing Indian society. 

It is a failure; for long stretches it simply is not funny and the few good hits (and there 
are some) cannot redeem the many misses. The characters, who range from an American 
malaria expert to an Indian cosmetics manufacturer, are wooden mouthpieces; even the central 
character, the girl, never assumes a life of her own as every successfully communicated 
character must. The usual presumption about a second novel unfortunately applies to this 
book. (LC:62-7542) 


MacKenzie, Donald Houghton Mifflin 
THE GENIAL STRANGER $3.75 


Another of the ex-convict-author's semi-suspense entertainments features the 
confidence team of Paul Sergeant, a veteran, and his younger aide, Gordon Russell, when 
the arrival of Sergeant's daughter Lucy, from America, threatens his exposure in her eyes. 
They meet in Paris, just after they secure the money for the trip from a pilot, Slezak, 
an easy mark but also a crook. Slezak tries to get it back, by muscling in on their next 
enterprise, and for Lucy's sake (or rather her mother) they plan a big swindle in Zurich, 
call it off at the last minute. Lucy, predictably, has fallen in love with Gordon and 
stays loyal to him- and to her father- even after Slezak turns them in and they are de- 
ported to England for trial.... Perhaps it is the romance, and benevolence, that lessens 
the tension of his earlier books. Or perhaps the literary life sentence is observing the = 
law of diminishing returns. (LC:62-7388) 
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February 20 


Mair, George B. Random House 
THE DAY KHRUSHCHEV PANICKED $3 .50 


A fictional gambit is designed to gull the innocent reader into believing 
that it not only can- but did-happen here, and it is based on actual people, places 
and incidents all over the world, and footnoted with references. George Mair, 
traveler-lecturer-writer (as he is) goes to Russia in 1958, and at a party- just for 
effect- drops a loaded remark about anti-matter. From then on he is followed by a 
beautiful girl and a Bulgarian who try to seduce, interrogate and intimidate him. | 
He escapes to Turkey, and eventually this travelogue connects with his own espionage 
investigation about the secret weapon and the leverage of power politics which 
finally subdues Khrushchev.... For Mair too this "true and false" can be a dangerous 
game- it is not always fictionally successful but it is an arresting device. (LC:62- 


8439) 
February 21 


Marshall, Bruce Houghton Mifflin 
A GIRL FROM LUBECK $3 .50 


This is a happy combination of romance, of a modest venture in espionage, 
and of very light satire which follows Versory, a lecturer in British literature, 
("von Beowulf an Dylan Thomas”) as he trails Hannelore, the girl he first meets in 
Lubeck. As a representative of the English Letters Association, which with the 
Soveitsky Literaturny Soyouz is a member of a sort of literary U.N. known as the 
Quinquepartitite International Letters Association (Wow!) Versory runs into a little i 
trouble with the Russian Platov, when his lecture is derailed. Later in Paris he is 
ordered to shadow Platov. But he has an ‘even harder time keeping up with Hannelore; 
she shares his nights, but is unwilling to reveal her daytime telephone number; she 
is also known to have been one of the girls (Platov's- and his superior- Beaker's) 
from a discreet menage conducted by a Madame Putiphar. While he is able to trace 
her to the Riviera with Beaker, he is unable to prevent her final disappearance 
behind the walls of a convent in Lubeck.... An intricate imbroglio, complicated by 
absurd operational doubletalk (codes) and organizational triple think (security), 
which along with the literary quipping provides a versatile diversion. 


Gordon, Donald Morrow 
STAR-RAKER $3.95 


The Star-Raker is a new supersonic airliner which fulfills the dream of a 
singleminded Scotchman, Sir Iain, as now- near the end of its testing phase- it is 
assured a government contract. However, on one of its runs, a pilot blacks out, on 
a second trial a pilot dies, and on a third flight the cancer-resisting properties 
of some plasma are ruined. With the evidence that both pilots have been cancer 
casualties, the question remains whether high altitude flying is carcinogenic, and, 
while Sir Iain is determined to protect his plane, Fiona, his daughter, engaged in 
cancer research, wants no further victims- certainly not Keith Hamilton, also a test 
pilot. It is Fiona who spots the trouble zone and,to substantiate her findings, 
jeopardizes her own life, but eventually is able to prove her case- and herself- to 


her father.... A sounding of new spheres is effectively popularized; along with the | 
several liens on the reader's sympathy, it offers some instant excitement. (LC:62- 
8856) 
February 22 4 
Perutz, Kathryn Atheneum 
THE GARDEN $3.95 / 


A long dormitory confidence in an intense, intimate first person,records a 
year spent at a girl's college, and in particular the "emotional but non-corporeal" 


relationship which exists between Kathy, and The Blossom (to whom she generally refers 
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as "My Baby” or "My Love"), Social Register, impulsive, instinctual. Kathy is more 
intellectual and has literary idee: de grandeur. Along with the non-academic but defi- , 
nitely educational incidents which teach these girls about life, there is the suicide * 
of Kathy's former friend, a lot of youthful nonsense about the absolutes to which they 
dedicate themselves (love and death), intensive self-examination and extensive girlish 
exchanges- their "virginal talks". Some of this gets past conversation; The Blossom has 
an experience with one of her professors and Kathy, determined to become a "woman", 
spends a night with a casual playboy and is now ready to leave this "well-tended garden". 

. Definitely a young book (the author is only 22), others may justifiably become 
impatient with these tremulous first fine feelings, the petal-plucking of experience, and 
the plastic prose. It might suggest the need for a stricter editorial housemother. 


(LC:62-7934) (Q) 





February 23 





Thompson, Estelle Abelard-Schuman 
A TWIG IS BENT $3 «75 








Francine, 12, and her brother Tony, about to be 5, see their uncle shoot and 
kill an unknown woman but Fran, unsure if Uncle Hilton has seen them, decides to guard 
Tony against disclosures, keeps her secret from her widow mother, and is almost destroyed 
by tormenting fears. Her mother's desperate efforts to get a successful crop from the 
orchard, the advent of a new neighbor, Hugh Ryland, whom Fran trusts, the easing of her 
watchfulness when Uncle Hilton displays no wariness, and the final crisis ten months later 
when Tony shatters her little complacency by a chance remark to their uncle, bring about a 
dangerous climax. It is Ryland and the detective Collings who are responsible for the 
children's safety, for Hilton's apprehension - and for the complete dissipation of Fran's 
nightmares. The orchard country bush life of Australia, the impact on young Fran of watch- 
ful waiting, and the incidents that make up the ten months period combine to make this more @ 
than a routine suspense novel and give it a special interest. (LC:60-13627) 


Cunningham, E. V. Doubleday 
PHYLLIS $3.95 


Phyllis - unlike Sylvia (1960) is an outright suspense story, and follows the 
drastic events and hypothetical danger which attend the disappearance of a Professor Horton, 
from a New York university where he had taught physics. Thomas Clancy, a cop, with a 
grounding in the subject, is sent to Knickerbocker University ostensibly to teach, actually 
to get a line on Horton who, with an also missing Russian scientist, has claimed to have 
manufactured two atomic bombs which they will set off in New York and Moscow- simultaneously 
and at. a set date- providing a detent on the atomic weapon race is not reached. With 
Phyllis' help (she teaches at Knickerbocker and had known Horton) and the collaboration of 
Grischov of the Soviet Embassy, he follows a thin trail. There are high-priced inducements: 
(he is offered a half a million for the bomb and threats, Phyllis' mother is brutally 
killed); but Clancy stays with the case to its savage finale which is something of a bull- 
dozer operation and takes the life of Grischov among others, surprisingly a great guy. A 
melodrama which may, in the cold print of retrospect, seem unlikely, but it achieves a 
maximal momentum. A double entendre for the mystery market. (LC:61-12507) 











February 26 
Sholokov, Mikhail Knopf 
TALES OF THE DON $4.50 
These are the earliest of Sholokov's short stories - all written between 1924 7 


and 1926 - just prior to his fourteen years' devotion to the massive and acclaimed The 
Quiet Don. Translated brilliantly by H.C. Stevens, the central theme pervaiding all is 
alienation, the grim plight of the leaders at a time when they were isolated from and 
deplored by the great masses of the Russian people. The Azure Steppe, Dry Rot, and 
Alien Blood describe the life of the burly, vigorous Don Cossacks in the civil war. 
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Sholokov's Russia of the 20's was yet replete with the shadow of Czarism:- 
Christianity at its worst, dire poverty, rank and ulcerating injustice.. It is the 
youth of this transition in two of his most typical ventures, The Shamechi!d and 

The Farm Laborers, Who must choose between the old order of griping acquiescence and 
rebellion; in the unshackling, however, incur the hatred, the distrust, the isola- 
tion from parent, friend, and master. Fiodor Boitsov, protagonist of one, is grossly 
underpaid, egregiously exploited, and arbitrarily denied his wages. "You go to the 
Young Communists", Fiodor is advised. "They are your kith and kin. They're naked 
lads like you and me." Aligned with the party, he finds justice, comrades, and the 
power of a fist. In another Portrait of the Communist as an Uncommitted Youth, an 
eight year old loses his father in the Bolshevik army and is called to battle by a 
beatific vision of Comrade Lenin beckoning him on. Sholokov's people remain eminently 
symbolic; but as a dialectic dialogian, he captures the earthy gut of Soviet imagery. 
Only in his twenties, Mikhail Sholokov was a master of his form, a powerful and 
sensuous landscape poet. (LC:62-8669) 


February 26 


Blankfort, Michael Simon & Schuster py 
GOODBYE, I GUESS $4.50: ;4 


An Atlantic crossing and its aftermath frame the incidents in the lives of 
a handful of people and produce some footnotes to the science of dalliance and the 
omnipresence of sexuality. Widower Martin Yulee, fearing his weakening heart and 
hating his impotency, takes his grandson Steve (18) on the Liberte for a European 
junket; French writer Odette Kepler is returning home with a love affair on the wane; | 
ten months widow Mrs. Daley hopes to find a man after a marriage to a homosexual; 2 
Steve loathes the four-squares aboard, eats and retreats from Grampa's gestures of 
communication. But when Odette defies Martin and lets Steve become her lover, when 
Martin refuses an affair with Mrs. Daley, when they get to port- it is in Paris that 
the end is written. For Martin regains his virility with Mrs. Daley, Steve, sensitized r 
to the city's appeal, waits for Odette - and Martin dies, making it obligatory for 
Steve to return home with the body. An adult, but not an admonitory, view of the weak- 
nesses of the flesh and rational man, of illusions, discontent and loneliness, and of 
many kinds of love - this orchestrates its characters in mounting development. (LC:62- 


7545) (Q) 
February war 3 26 
7 Simon & Schuster 


Perry, Charles f 
PORTRAIT OF A YOUNG MAN DROWNING $4.75. 7 


Not Kraft, not Ebing, not even Lucy Freeman could have found a clinical 
corker like Harry Odum, the narrator and central psyche of Charles Perry's fictional 
venture into that realm where Oedipus is king. This is set in Brooklyn during the 
depression where Harry grows up absurd, poor, and unweaned. "I go to her. She pulls 
me in her lap. She holds me tight. 'Who's boy's best friend?'... 'You are, ma!'" 
Following this bit of classic Freudiania, there's a chorus of "One bright and shining 
light/ That taught me wrong from right..." (The reader may well imagine, at this 
point as well as several others in the narrative, that his literary leg is being 
pulled by a renegade from the staff of Nichols and May. But not so. Perry is quite 
and unfortunately serious.) Mama warns Harry that this sex thing is "disgusting™ and 
"filthy", so naturally he begins to have a few problems. He joins a local gang and 
becomes their ace goon. Everytime Harry hits a guy he makes believe it's daddy. 
Maddon, an alter ego, is invented to do all his male dirty work, including rape and 
peeking in on mother while she's in the tub. Finally, Harry Odum kills a guy whom 
he's quite certain is really his father and goes home to rape not-altogether-reluctant 
mother, chanting all the while, "I am the shiek of Araby. Your heart belongs to me." 
Joycean in its attempt at multiple memories and stream of consciousness techniques? 
Say rather, Runyonesque; though Perry's ear for speech patterns is extraordinarily 
bad. The reader with a sense of the satirical should proceed with caution. That's 
not what the author meant at all. (LC:62-7555) (Q) 
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Troyat, Henri Simon & Schuster 
THE ENCOUNTER $5 50 ° 





The fifth and last in a series of novels whose plots are strung on "the past 
fifty years of French life". Elizabeth is the daughter of Ame!:e and Pierre who 
(presumably in [ender and Viclent Elizabeth) was married, had a disastrous affair and a 
diverce. In The Encounter she is busy picking up the pieces while France is undergoing 
occupation and liberation. Elizabeth is the very moral daughter of small restaurant 
owners, and her charm has to be taken somewhat for granted, since, like the charm of most 
of the characters, it exists most in the eyes of the author and apparently in the minds cf 
the various men Elizabeth attracts. Her first independent act is to establish a small 
shop in Paris. Here she presently meets and rejects her old lover, then has a passionate 
affair with a married man. Next, while living with her parents, she re-meets her former 
husband, Patrice, and through him, the Russian Boris whose family has just been killed by 
the Germans. After more moral hesitations, Elizabeth marries Boris and they survive the 
liberation together while Patrice is killed... The writing is smooth, and so are the 
morality and human relations, and although the war scenes are good, they haven't much to 
do with the plot. His audience by now should be calculable. (LC:62-7559) 


Tully, Andrew Simon & Schuster 
CAPITOL HILL 3 Iv Z°7 $595 



































Andrew Tully's second novel has a predictable Washington background and although 
he has shuffled the deck, you can read the cards and roughly spot the players. In fact 
the atmosphere in general is like an all night poker session. There's the President, 
Warren P. Aldrich, a decent man who uses bad grammar, calls his wife "honey", and reads 
detective stories after working an eight hour day. He's on the way out, and a lot of the 
action centers here around the primaries and pre-convention bid of the "party of the 
people", particularly Dan Williams, New York's Governor, and a Great White Father figure. > 
Facing him is Douglas, a Southerner, who sees the need for a lot of adult education before 
the school segregation problem can be settled. There's also John Thurston, one of 
Williams' men, an operator, who refuses his wife the divorce she wants because it will 
ruin his career; Anne, his wife, who learns too late that the man she has fallen in love 
with is genteel but gutless; an atomic physicist whose program is pinched by personal i 
interests; etc., etc. Over and above the fact that politics seems to be a long way from 
public service, this is not highminded- but it's readable. Men chiefly. {LC:62-9603) \ 


2HE MARCI OF CRIMES 
February 16 


Ross, Ivan T. Doubleday 
OLD STUDENTS NEVER DIE $2.95 


That very aware instructor, Ben Gordon, is unaware when a pupil from eight years 
earlier takes him for a weekend in New England and looses him into a jungle of trouble. 
Jackie Meadows, a blue night club comic readying for a family TV show, is behind the 8-ball 
when murder occurs; he has a wife he does not want to lose; he has a second killing to add 
co the scandal. Gordon's forced denouement backfires - badly. Stringent. (LC:62-7675) 





York, Jeremy Doubleday 
THICKER THAN WATER $2.95 











Margaret Royle, concerned over her husband's sleepless night, has more to worry 
about before the day is over; two strangers move in on them and take over; an indiscretion 
in the past is now followed by murder; and her suspicions are increased rather than silenced  j™} 
by the evasions of both her husband and her son-in-law. Their attempts to protect her only 
make her more vulnerable and the official solution to the case is close to home. A real 
squeaker. (LC:01-14721) 


| 
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Bond, Raymond T.-d. Dodd, Mead 
FATHER BROWN MYSTERY STORIES by G. K. CHESTERTON $3.50 


The nine cases selected here include two of the three most applauded- The 
Queer. Feet and The Invisible Man, and are based on the nimble-minded little priest's 
association with the formidable jewel thief, Flambeau, who leaves crime for detection. 
It's pleasing to have these problems "in apparently supernatural terms resolved by 
philosophical paradox" available again. (LC:62-9450) 


Durbridge, Francis Dodd, Mead 
PORTRAIT OF ALISON $3 .50 


Greg Forrester is asked by her father, to paint the portrait of Alison Ford, 
who has been killed with his newspaperman brother, Lewis. His commission leads to the 
death of a model, the involvement of his other brother, David, in an illicit diamond 
smuggling ring, the return of Alison, and complications with Scotland Yard. Two more 
deaths harry this Englishman before he - and Alison - are in the clear. Bland. 


ee es FS er oes 


CANDIDATE FOR A BEST SELLER 


February 28 


de Kruif, Paul | Harcourt, Brace & World 
| THE SWEEPING WIND: A Memoir $5.95 


Rarely do writers who make their reputations as biographers lead lives 
that are autobiographically significant. Paul de Kruif, renowned biographer of some 
of history's leading medical scientists, is a unique exception. The Sweeping Wind 
of his title is the cool, steady breeze of honest self-appraisal; he has turned his 
observant glance back upon his own memoirs. Now well into his sixties, Dr. de Kruif 
(PhD., not M.D.) harks back to his embarkation upon an entirely new journalistic 
genre, in the days when popular writing on scientific matters had barely begun to 
stir the editorial imagination. Eschewing the technique of muckraking in the tradi- 
tion of Steffens and Tarbell, de Kruif was among the first to perfect a respectable 
expose style. His magazine articles and books outlining public health scandals and 
medical frauds remain models of objective documentation. His curious association 
with Sinclair Lewis, leading to the creation of Arrowsmith, and his relationships 
with many other famous names in the "world of beautiful letters" as well as the world 
of medicine, are discreetly related, complete with revealing glimpses of the socio- 
logy and politics of "big-time science." Most dramatic of all, and more poignant than 
any fiction, is his frank and moving personal story. He describes himself as a 
"turbulent" character (the overrepetition of that one word becomes a nuisance), and 
with touching candor admits his deep devotion and indebtedness to his second wife and 
true help meet through their 35 years of marriage. It is an unusual experience to 
read such a straightforward, sensible, yet exciting autobiography. The man who made 
"microbe hunters" a household phrase could not have fared better or more justly as 
the hands of his greatest admirer. (LC:62-9433) 
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Five That Will Repay Special Attention 






Even in view of the deluge of material along this line Robert V. Daniels’ THE NATURE OF 
COMMUNISM (Random House) is worthy of serious consideration. Then get comic relief with © 
Joseph F. Hannan's NEVER TEASE A DINOSAUR (Ho!t, Rinehart & Winston). Daniel Boorstin's 

THE AGE OF THE IMAGE (Atheneum) is another for thoughtful study. And students of contem- 
porary Europe should read Car!o Levi's provocative study of Germany, THE LINDEN TREES 

(Knopf) Bromfield fans wil! cherish this daughter's view of a father, THE HERITAGE by 

Ellen Bromfield Geld (Harper). Not obvious books these but rewarding. Reports follow. 















PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 












January 15 
Hoff, Syd Bobbs-Merrill 


'TWIXT THE CUP AND THE LIPTON $3.50 











A once-over, very lightly, of the lures and illusions of boating carries the 
Hoffs from small to larger motor boats, to skiing, skin diving, sailing and houseboating. 
At first uninterested and scoffing, they succumb, swallow the whole advertising lexicon, 
are confronted by hard working salesmen and, as novices, create the usual panic on their 
first go-round. With exposure to rules and regulations their seamanship improves, until 
sailboating brings whole new areas of learning to be mastered, and finally a houseboat is 
the promise for the future. Here, with all the advertising slogans and copy, with a run- 
ning inclusion of instructions, and a whole hearted delight in punning, is a slaphappy 
look at "fun afloat" that will be welcomed aboard by the nautical fraternity. There will 
be cartoons by the author. 






























January 16° 


Glaser, Hugo Dutton P~ 
THE ROAD TO MODERN SURGERY $5.75 





The sub-title "A Hundred Years of Medicine and Surgery" more accurately describes 
this history of the advances of this century, for modern surgery was only made possible by 
the discoveries of anesthesia, antisepsis and later asepsis, and its further progress de- 
pended to a large extent on the affiliated developments in the field of general medicine. 
In translation from the German, this tabulates the ever-changing techniques used for 
various parts of the body (heart, brain, grafting, eye and ear, etc.,) but devotes the 
greater part of its text to the discoveries of the germ theory, viruses, vaccines, peni- 
cillin, the X-ray, as well as a general discussion of modernized pediatrics, obstetrics, 
dentistry, etc. Dr. Glaser, a Viennese internist, is explicit; instructive, but not overly 
interesting; his book certainly lacks the drama of the Thorwald books- Century of the 
Surgeon and Triumph of Surgery (Pantheon). (LC: 61-12468) 


January 29 


Newman, James R. Simon & Schuster 
THE RULE OF FOLLY Paper-$1.00 


If this could be put in the hands of the millions who agree that war is madness- 
but are unable to come to grips with any sort of clarification of their arguments against 
the "tidily lethal” arguments of far too many writers and speakers who accept its inevita- 
bility, perhaps intelligent man could do something about it. The editor of two symposiums- 
What Is Science? and Science and Sensibility (both Simon & Schuster) - and one of the editors 
of The Scientific American, here takes issue with some of the most dangerous spokesmen for 
this inevitability. Specifically, he shreds Herman Kahn's Qn Thermonuclear War by logic 
and ridicule- naming it a moral tract on mass murder, how to plan it, how to commit it, how « 
to get away with it and how to justify it. An "evil book" he calls it, permeated with blood- 
thirsty irrationality...He then goes on to the arms control issue of Daedalus, charging it 
as being an assortment of legal, political and economic oddments in the Kahn key, accepting 
the concept of limited war and the pros and cons of the hazards to arms control. Fromm 
almost alone, offers some segment of wisdom (and Fromm has contributed a Preface to this 
volume, not available at this reading)...Next, he examines three books which at least 
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accept the concept of continued existence of the human species, and sums up the 
findings of Mills, Pauling and Melman.... For himself, he challenges the validity of 
the ruling notions on deterrence, claiming as the irreducible truth that we can live 
together or die together and that we must abandon the current paralyzing mistrust. 
The final section brings together his letters to the Washington Post~ going back to 
1954, and Eisenhower's limited approach to atomic agreement, and on down to 1961 and 


the dilemma of selection if we must have shelters. Plenty of food for thought here. 
(LC: 62-10319) 


January ?? 


Poklock, J. C. McGraw-Hill 
HUDSON TAYLOR AND MARTA $4.95 


To mission study groups the English speaking world over the name of Hudson 
Taylor is still associated with China missions, and more specifically with the founding 
of the China Inland Mission, back in the days of old Imperial China. The biography of 
Hudson Taylor is drawn from volumes of his own writings, from contemporary sources, 
from records- and covers those years of his youth, through to the death of his adored 
wife, Maria Dyer. Implicit in this material is one of the most thrilling adventure 
Stories of the mission field. Taylor was a frail boy, inspired early with a determi- 
nation to go into the missionary penetration of the Chinese interior. Only the Roman 
Catholics had attempted this- and he took some leaves from their experience, and not 
only "went Chinese" in appearance and dress, but insisted upon it for his band of 
trainees. Every step of the way, from England-where he was considered a little mad, 
to China, where he experienced capture, torture, harrowing adventures, and repeated 
failures, he fought for what he felt he must do, though confessedly afraid of what 
might be. Even his marriage had to be achieved over successive hurdles, but once the 
objections’ were overcome, it proved one of the greatest of love stories, of shared 
goals, of common zeal. It is difficult to put a finger on the shortcomings of the 
book; one reads for the magnificent achievement and the potentially thrilling steps 
to the end and the minutely detailed portrait of a time and a people- but the manner 
of the telling falls far short of the matter contained therein. Nonetheless, the end 
result is worthwhile, and this should have a dual market, religious study groups and 


the general reader. 
Febryary2 3 } 2 


Smith, Gene Doubleday 
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF SERGE RUBINSTEIN $4.50 


Case 432, 1955, the murder of Serge Rubinstein, the Russian born international 
financier, is still listed as open. Also open to question are many of the facts of 
his 46-year-old life which ended in violence. At 11, his father called him a "finarcial 
genius"; a little later the famous psychiatrist Adler spotted the dangerous drift of his 
consuming ambition; much later, after his questionable stock manipulation of Panhandle, 

a Wall Street man was to comment- "You can't ever trust a skunk even if he changes his 

spots". In any case, the man who was to make, but not keep millions, as a youngster 
stole his father's shoes from the sleeping car and sold them when the train pulled 
into a station; a much greater coup, accomplished by a confederate, was the way in 
which 2,500,000 frozen yen were smuggled out of Japan in obi cardboards. As an 
emigre in America, Rubinstein held dazzling, decadent parties; later married an 18 
year old model, but lost her after his draft dodging finally sent him to jail for a 
es year sentence. Emerging from prison, to a lonelier life, he entered the last phase 
of drinking, importing a constant string of girls (several a day) to his mansion where 
his wife's empty twin bed served as his "workshop", and manifested obvious paranoid 
symptoms.... It is an unattractive but unfailingly fascinating story which needs very 
little help from the writer. This is probably just as well; his research is superior 
to his style. Illus halftones. (LC:62-7681) 
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February 6 









Skinner, R. M. & Leavitt, W.-E£ds. Little, Brown 
SPEAKING OF SPACE $5.95 





A rather too loose general collection of overly condensed pieces by authorities 
on the significance and impact of SPACE on our environment. These are articles drawn 
from many sources and in the main excerpted or condensed for appearance here. Men such 
as Shapley, Clarke, Motz, Teller, Frankel, Ramo, Snow, Macleish, Boucher, Walkowicz, and 
others in various fields discuss the vastness and mystery of the cosmos; man's place in 
the Universe; impact of technology; man--and machine in space; economic implications; 
political-military significance. Though the contributors are an impressive group, there 
is just not enough here on any one subject to be more than a nibble. In the interest of 
saving space, the editors seem really to have lost SPACE, though there are individual 
articles of interest. Includes section on new words for a new age and a missile and 
space glossary. 









































February 7 


Burman, Ben Lucien McGraw-Hill 
IT'S A BIG CONTINENT $4.95 


Adventures Across Unknown North America 


More than a dozen books have made Ben Lucien Burman one of the most widely-read 
authors of our generation. J[t’s A Big Continent, sequel to [t's A Big Country, is sub- 
titled "Adventures Across Unknown North America". By rights, one expects its scenery to 
be unfamiliar, its yarns new. Sadly enough, it does not live up to such expectations. 
Dust Bowl, Burman's latest traveling companion, is a pitiful shadow of past comrades-in- 
arms. Dialogue, once Burman's strong point, seems to have become a tedium for him. “tes. 
Descriptive passages are few, and lacking their former poetic touches. Most disappointing ; 
of all: there is hardly a new or original story to be found. For all the mileage (50,000, 
say the publishers) covered, the pickings are mighty slim. At the Okefenokee Swamp, it's 
poverty and moonshine. In the Caribbean, it's voodoo and Creole girls with burdens on 
their heads. Among the Indians of the Southwest, it's rattlesnakes and prayer feathers, 
and among the Eskimos it's the same old stuff about surviving the blizzard by making broth 
from bones the dogs buried on the trip out. Regrettably, this is like reading an anthology 
of threadbare anecdotes taken from any random assortment of unscientific travel sagas 
Since Treasure Island. It's too hackneyed and predictable to be funny. Alas and alack, 
where is the Burman of Catfish Bend? (IC: 61-11648) 


February 8 
Hyman, Harold M. & STANTON: The Life & Times of Knopf 
Thomas, Benjamin P. Lincoln's Secretary of War $8.50 


Although as Lincoln's Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton was one of the most in- 
fluential Civil War leaders, he has been the subject of relatively few serious biographical 
studies; this monumental volume should stand as the definitive record of his life. Born 
in Virginia in 1814 and educated at Kenyon College, Ohio, Stanton early turned to law as 
a career. For years a staunch Democrat and also an abolitionist by instinct, he was de- 
termined, ruthless, able and haughty, with a talent for making both friends and enemies. 

In 1858 he was sent to California to settle Mexican War land claims, for which he received 

both praise and censure; in 1860 Buchanan made him Attorney General. In 1862 Lincoln, 

whom he had at first mistrusted, named him as Secretary of War, where he reorganized the 

Department, worked closely with Lincoln and helped shape the course of the War, removing « F 
McClellan from command but learning to trust Grant. Continuing in office under Johnson 

after Lincoln's death, he helped try Lincoln's murderers, became involved in Reconstruction 
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policies, and disagreed violently with Johnson. Politically ambitious and always 
a controversial figure, Stanton failed to receive the hoped-for presidential nom- 
ination; nominated in 1869 by Grant for the Supreme Court, he died before he could 
take office, in December of that year, at the age of 54. Detailed and carefully 
documented, heavy in style and content, this substantial volume is one for the 
erudite rather than the casual reader; an important addition to the political history 
of the Civil War and to the annals of American biography, it belongs in all compre- 
hensive libraries of the period. Index. Bibliographical notes. 


February 13 


Daniels, Robert V. Random House 
THE NATURE OF COMMUNISM $5.06 b. CO 


* A brilliant and authoritative interpretation of the nature of Communism 
and its development throughout the world, with particular emphasis on Russia. The 
author has succeeded in developing a realistic working definition of the Communist 
movement that will enable the reader to see Communism and the situation in which it 
operates with clarity and mature understanding. He examines the evolution from 
orthodox Marxism in theory to militaristic industrialism and bureaucratic managerial- 
ism in practice, and is careful to point out that the Marxian philosophy still plays 
an important role to the extent that it justifies power, sustains group consciousness, 
and expresses the group's commitment to the faith. In the succeeding chapters, the 
author analyzes the main forces which have contributed to the shaping of Communism-- 
Communism as a creature of the Russian revolution, as a party conspiracy, as a 
struggle for world power, as a product of Russian history, as a rebellion against the 
West, as a form of the industrial revolution, as a totalitarian society, and as a 
secular faith. A book worthy of attention and recommended for both the general reader 
and undergraduate. An excellent bibliography (LC:61-6251) 


February 15 


Blackwelder, Bernice Caxton 
GREAT WESTERNER $6.00 


Although there are many books on Kit Carson in the juvenile field there has 
been nothing since 1935 for adults so this new presentation of his life will fill 
something of a need. His roving, adventurous, exciting life is fully detailed from 
his abandoned apprenticeship to a saddler in Missouri, to his fine work as Indian 
agent, his commission as Brigadier General (a recognition long delayed), and his 
humane approach in the grim assignment of putting down Indian raids and attacks. His 
stature measures up to that of other Mountain Men, Bridger, Broken Hand and others; 
his abilities on the trail, trapping, scouting, hunting, become clear; his asso- 
ciation with Fremont in his three expeditions through the Rockies and into California 
acquires loyalty and depth; his two marriages and his children are a record of concern 
and warmth while that of his government service is blameless. All of this is back- 
ground-brushes with Indians, escapes from all hazards, and a ruggedness of personality. 
With its chapter notes and bibliography this is a solid biography. JTIllustrated with 
photographs. (LC:62-8186) 


Mauriac, Francois Coward-McCann 
CAIN, WHERE IS YOUR BROTHER? $3.75 


Cain, Where Is Your Brother? is a random collection of arriere pensees which 
nevertheless aptly routes the grandeur and genius of Francois Mauriac's spiritual 
journey through today's troubled intellectual landscape. Most of the pieces are oc- 
casional, many appear to have come from the Nobel Prize winner's Le Figaro column; 
almost all are eminently quotable, intense, poetic, hortatory, forceful and shimmering 
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with sense. M. Mauriac speaks of the inner kingdom of particular people, events and cir- 
cumstances that defined his life, in so doing, evaluations of Bernanos, Gide, Bloy, 
Robespierre, Vigny, Dostoevsky, Rimbaud, the Resurrection and Christ glitter on the pages. 
The world's leading Catholic novelist believes in a spiritual homeland where everyone, 
both Left and Right, will one day meet; he castigates economic determinism since "feeling 
is also a fact and love also a datum, a creative element"; he emphasizes the religious 
conflict which is behind the East-West power struggle; he warns of a political mystique 
and questions the autonomy of a European bloc; he recalls with horror the godless mon- 
strosities at Dachau and Buchenwald; he pens two long and lordly denunciations of Hitler 
and Petain and he salutes General De Gaulle. In the end, traditionalist Mauriac promul- 
gates a revolutionary ethic: Grace conquers necessity and a Christian is "a creature on 
the march till his last breath". (IC: 62-7361) 










Hannan, Joseph F. Holt, Rinehart & Winston 

NEVER TEASE A DINOSAUR $3.50 
In this age of headline-making pre-adolescents with capes and sado-masochistic 
habits, it's always comforting to be reminded that the healthy, normally perverted "rotten 
kid" is still with us. And it's this kind of kid - the sort who says the damndest things 
and eats an occasional daisy- that elementary school teacher Joseph Hannan writes about. 
His book contains memorabilia that brings back total and delightful recall to anybody who 
sauntered through twelve years of post-Dewey public school. It will evoke memories of 
the absolute chaos that ensued when a winged visitor invaded the pedagogic realm and the 
teacher who (between frenetic swings at the beast and convulsive, terrorized twitching) 
modulated "It wouldn't hurt you, if you don't bother it". On that mangiest, filthiest, 
welcomest sight, capable of producing advanced euphoria in an entire student body, the 
renegade cur in the cafeteria; of pea shooters, water pistols, school yard fights and 
punchball in February; of the sundry grandmothers killed off for lack of homework; of 
field trips, forgery ("My mother broke her arm") and the failure of democratically 
organized student disciplinary boards (Penalty for talking in the auditorium- "eat a bar 
of soap".) Any all-grown-up rotten kid, who never covered a scrapbook in cellophane or 
got on the "very-very-very-good list", should love it. (LC: 62-7964) 


Lewis, Paul Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
QUEEN OF CAPRICE $4.95 


A highly entertaining biography of the Swedish Queen whose abdication, conver- 
sion to Catholicism, and frivolous schemes made her the subject of incessant gossip for 
generations. Kristina had more than a small talent for scandal and trouble. Yet she 
was one of the greatest intellectuals of her time and her later eccentricities and bawdy 
pranks could not destroy the contribution she had made in the early years of her reign 
to the cultural development of her nation. She fulfilled the promise of her brilliance 
in the last decade of her life when her “academy" in Rome became the magnet for artists 
and scholars of every land. The author quotes at length from her Memoirs and the Diary 
of her principal lady in waiting, and from contemporary accounts of the controversial 
Queen. He succeeds both in presenting the complex personality of Kristina and in 
bringing to life the Europe that was emerging in the aftermath of the Thirty Years' 

War. Recommended for the general adult reader. (IC: 62-7703) 


Platt, John Rader Houghton Mifflin 
THE EXCITEMENT OF SCIENCE $3.50 


This optimistic set of chapters by a University of Chicago physicist touches 
on many aspects of science and the scientist in an original and thought-provoking way. 
He makes clear the essential nature and ways of basic science and argues that the true 
and deepest function of science is not only to serve the purposes of man, but also to 
interact with them and change them. Besides the qualities of excitement, sweep, and 




























8 drawings. A useful addition to the garden bookshelf. (LC:62-7099) 
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incompletion, which he considers important to an understanding of science, he talks 
of style in science, of competition in creation, of motivating creation; about 
novelty, about intelligence and the art of creative thinking; and finally of 
scientific knowledge and social values. The author's pleasant style and untechnical 
flow of thought make this scientist's insights into his own profession a refreshing 
general introduction to science for the layman and young adult. (LC:62-7255) 


February 16 
y pee joe 


Boorstin, Daniel Ey\v ho me % Aba Atheneum 
(ME-AGE=OF THE IMAGE nae ( AM 


* The author of this provocative, well-organized and thoughtfully written 
book is Professor of American History at the University of Chicago and has taught at 
many educational institutions abroad, among them the Universities of Rome and Paris 
and Kyoto University. Mr. Boorstin's is not a sociological study; he illustrates 
and illuminates many of the illusions upon which he finds contemporary American 
society feeding, and he uses the tools and evidence of a social and cultural histo- 
rian. The author feels that the success and power of Madison Avenue, sensational 
movies and television shows, and both trashy and abridged books are dependent upon 
the American individual's demand for the illusions which these things create and 
perpetuate. He finds that Americans are "ruled by extravagant expectations" about 
"what the world holds" and about "our power to shape the world". We therefore 
jemand different news stories “every hour on the hour"; regardness of whether it is 
objective or even meaningful and important news; we demand new and extravagant 
celebrities, and, when we need more we make more; and we demand that larger-than-life 
photographs of exotic and faraway places be brought into our own homes. In short, 
we live in a world of self-created "pseudo-events", as opposed to spontaneous exper- 
ience. The technological apparatus for creating these illusions have grown out of 
the Graphic Revolution of the nineteenth century, according to the author. With many 
specific examples, Mr. Boorstin digs deeply into such varied outgrowths of the 
Graphic Revolution (and our demands) as the power of Washington reporters, the hypo- 
critical practices of The Readers' Digest, and the notorious events which changed 
Charles Lindbergh from a hero to a celebrity. Mr. Boorstin's discussions of the 
American press and entertainment are more convincing and thorough than his analysis 
of the dissolution of art forms in recent years; however, as a whole, the book is 
an important one and is worthy of careful consideration by all thinking Americans. 


(LC: 62-7936) 


Brilmayer, Bernice Doubleday 
ALL ABOUT VINES AND HANGING PLANTS $5.95 


Space is given to vines in most general garden books, but here is a whole 
book devoted to vines and the increasingly popular hanging plants. Everything one 
might need to know is here:- use outdoors and in, decorative values in landscaping 
and interior decoration, how to use vines, what to use and where, propagation, pests 
and culture. The last half of the book contains an exhaustive listing, alphabetically 
by botanical names (with a useful "finding list" of popular plant names)- and under 
each heading, supplementary lists, and data on habit of growth, handling, pruning, 
cultivating, etc., etc. Bibliography and list of sources of plant material and 
containers appear in an appendix. 84 black and white and 20 color halftones; 21 line 


$5.00 4, 4 
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February 16 





Diamond, Edwin Doubleday a 
THE SCIENCE OF DREAMS $4.50 
















A general survey of the knowns, and necessarily incomplete inquiry into the 
unknowns, of that shadowy sphere of human experience which has challenged speculation 
since the earliest civilizations. 20% of our night's sleep( approximately 4 to 6 epi- 
sodes) is spent in dreaming. Diamond reviews the early symbolism of primitive cultures; 
the dream books of more modern times; and somewhat extensively, the dream cult of the 
Iroquois which was to strangely and closely parallel Freud's dream theory. Today's new 
types of experimentation (with the tachistoscope; with monitored techniques) has prompted 
many approaches and studies; what people dream about; the search for cultural patterns; 
the effect of dreams physiologically as well as psychologically; dream amnesia; induced 
dreams, and the sickness which results from dream deprivation; premonitory experiences 
and prophetic dreams; and the schools of interpretation- instant as against deeply 
analytic. Diamond's book, which began as a feature article for Newsweek, is popular- 
ized but seriously researched, and it is successful in assembling many of the new 
soundings, with their partial findings, engaged in today. (LC: 61-12512) 














February 19 









Samuels, Charles Coward-McCann 
THE KING $4.95 






This is the third biography to pay homage to Clark Gable since his death (his 
wife's and his secretary's precede it) but the first to question,- on occasion fault, 
and to dispose of a lot of the nonsense in the folklore. He was just an “ordinary joe" e@ 
but his great magnetism abides, along with his modesty, decency, right and often gener- “ 

ous instincts, in spite of his tightness with money. The great lover was rough on the 

women who loved him, but they remained loyal, as did he to the image of his stepmother 

which accounted for his attraction to older women who helped to shape him. In the long 

years of hard work which preceded stardom the uneducated, untrained boy needed a lot of 

grooming: from Franz Dorfler, the sweetest, through his early period in a stock company, 

Miss Dillon, who taught him to speak and took him to Hollywood, where he married her; 

Ria Langham, his second wife, who introduced him to gracious living. But with Carole 

Lombard, with whom he fell in love really for the first time, he had everything, and the 

years following her death - in spite of the serenity with Kay Gable just before he died 

are declining ones for the great idol as well as the medium.... Samuels' biography is 

appropriate to the man, it has a blunt, energetic drive along with the tremendous copy 

value of its subject and much of the material turned up for the first time. (1C:62-8861) 

































Kessel, Joseph Knopf 
THE ROAD BACK $3.95 


In 1958, in Paris, Kessel's interest in Alcoholics Anonymous, which he knew 
really nothing about, was alerted and as a newspaperman in search of a "belle histoire" 
he traced it to its source here. While Americans, familiar with the many variants of 
this experience, may not respond with quite the same feeling of revelation, it is hard 
not to share his admiration for this organization and the members it has helped. Kessel 
visited many functioning A.A. groups, from the “trash can for bodies and souls"- the 
Bowery, to the more fashionable Rhinelander group, even in Sing Sing and Bellevue. He 
documents its origins, in Bill W., a seemingly hopeless drunk, who shared his story and 
his idea with a surgeon, also alcoholic, in Akron, Ohio. He reviews the tenets of A.A.. 
and the communal, collective work they do which makes possible the reclamation of a life 
where other techniques have failed. Kessel's report is an enthusiastic tribute, but he 
does write about alcoholism as if it were a particularly American phenomenon. This seems 
surprising, in view of France's increasing awareness of her problem. Translated by 
Frances Partridge. 
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February 19 


Alexander, Robert J. Macmillan 
PROPHETS OF THE REVOLUTION $4.95 


Rutgers Professor Robert Alexander presents here a sort of meaty monograph 
for graduate students of Latin American affairs; though it's pretty lean on style or 
sensationalism, it's certainly full of all the right questions and all the best facts. 
In giving portraits of twelve south-of-the-border leaders, Alexander sharply separates 
the wolves (Peron, Castro) from the foxes (Vargas) and the foxes from the faithful old 
democratic hounds (Figueres, Munoz Marin). But regardless of the breed, most of the 
politicos’ platforms can be summed up in Uruguay's Battle y Ordonez: limit the profits 
of capitalism, whose dividends came from the people, and tie as closely as possible 
the social activity of the State to that of the masses; in a phrase, reform everything 
and everywhere. Now whether this comes about via Cuba's Maximum Leader and historical 
hysteric or through the liberal statism of Venezuelan Betancourt is, quite unquixotic- 
ally, the 64 pesos consideration. Others involved: Peru's de la Torre, spokesman of 
Indo-American economic union; Alessandri, Chile's middle-class, middle-of-the-roader ; 
Bolivia's successful duet, Paz Estenssoro and Siles; and Peron, Argentina's odd-ball 
military and working class fascist. (LC:62-7363) 


February 20 


Birkenhead, The Earl of Houghton Mifflin 
THE PROFESSOR AND THE PRIME MINISTER $5.95 


Frederick Lindemann, Lord Cherwell, probably exercised more political power 
than any other scientist in history as Churchill's scientific advisor during the war. 
His influence was made possible by the fact that he was a close personal friend of 
the Prime Minister and Churchill's private brain trust on almost any governmental 
matter, scientific or otherwise. Personally wealthy, fastidious, and inhibited, 
Cherwell enjoyed the company of titled persons and never bothered to conceal his 
dislike of Jews and colored people. He was a bitter antagonist and a ruthless pole- 
micist for views he strongly held. He was thoroughly disliked in many quarters and 
especially in the academic world where he spent the greatest part of his working 
life. Lord Birkenhead, whose father knew Lindemann well, is a sympathetic biographer. 
He admits many of Cherwell's faults, but tries to explain or minimize others. In 
particular, he seeks to refute charges made by Sir Charles Snow in his Harvard 
lectures that Cherwell tried to slow down the early research on radar in favour of 
other projects, and that Cherwell was alone (against Tizard and others) in urging a 
massive bombing of German cities in order to demoralize the populace. His book makes 
excellent reading, although of course many questions remain unsettled. 


Davison, Ann Little, Brown 
IN THE WAKE OF THE GEMINI $4.95 


An English woman writer's breezy, adventurous trip this time by small boat 
from Miami to the Hudson to the Great Lakes, then down to Florida again by way of the 
Mississippi makes one of the most enjoyable cruise stories of recent seasons. Not 
only is she a good sailor and highly competent author, but her sensitivity and buoyant, 
intelligent optimism make of her an excellent cruise "companion" too. In the course 
of her unique 6000 mile trip by outboard motor she meets the rich and the famous, 
encounters supermarkets, barge crews, and yacht club fauna, and delves more than super- 
ficially into the customs and attitudes of current American life along the shores of 
her water journey. Sentences like "a.long cruise is like an orange, easier to handle 
in small sections", add verbal spice, while accounts of St. Louis night life or 
Mississippi plantation conversations keep the story varied and moving ahead full steam. 
Very enjoyable. (LC:62-8070) 
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February 20 


Kleinhans, Theodore J. Muhlenberg Press 
THE MUSIC MASTER $3.25 9 
The Story of Johann Sebastian Bach 


The dust jacket of The Music Master calls it "fictionalized biography". The 
result of such an approach is a woebegone, patronizing attempt to sugar-coat one of 
musical history's most substantial figures. Johann Sebastian Bach was an industrious, 
kindly, reasonably worldly genius whose career as a composer and teacher needs no 
apologia. Kleinhans conveys the incongruous impression that so far as he knows it has 
heretofore been impossible to learn a single fact about Bach's life or work. Ina style 
so prosaic as to destroy all glamour, he concentrates upon Bach the family man, the court 
musician, the breadwinner. Even for the youngest audiences, the tone is disparaging, and 
the information is not sufficiently extensive for its merits to outweigh its condescension 
in the eyes of a serious musicologist. Having finished reading, one senses an implied 
moral -- on the subject of patience and thrift -- but its connection with the awesome 
mystery of artistic talent is more than a little vague. Nothing here to stimulate the 
reader to run, not walk, to the next Bach concert. (IC: 62-8199) 





February 21 


Offenberg, Bernice Bernard Geis 
THE ANGEL OF HELL'S KITCHEN $3.95 


The Angel of Hell's Kitchen might well have been called The Perils of Saint 
Pauline. In it Bernice Offenberg recounts her real-life adventures as a Welfare agent 
during the late thirties and early forties: a blonde wisp of a girl from Scranton, Pa. 
who works pertinaciously on more than 5000 cases for the city, state and federal boards. = 
Filled with breathless dedication, bumpy humanity and a rosy brew of miraculous rehabili- 
tations, the book traverses all the crumbling alleys, rumbling streets and asphalt rat 
holes peculiar to that 42nd to 67th West side stretch of Manhattan. And it doesn't stop 
there; titular hoodland, one finds, is only the back door to other ministries: the Bowery, 
Harlem, San Juan Hill, Yorkville and the district dubbed Tenderloin. Page after page 
ignites and instructs: bookies and B-girls, dregs and delinquents, immigrants and il- 
literates, gangsters and addlepated grandmas all wander through for examination and ex- 
hortation. Little Bernice, who speaks 8 languages, even helps the FBI crack the famous 
"House on 92nd Street" spy ring. In between, romance: a sweetheart dies in a New Year's | 
eve smash-up just when she meets the dashing young pharmacist who devotedly waits many 
years to make her his own. Also, wily Chief Chassen who keeps telling her not to carry | 
the world on her shoulders, and friendly Father Scully who pays her tuition for graduate if 
work at Fordham. Miss Offenberg writes simply, sincerely of an exciting and exemplary i 
career in the slums. If after awhile -it all has the air of an endless array of unfor- 
gettable character reminiscences from the Reader's Digest, that shouldn't put too many 
off. Inspirational literature has always been popular here. The events are incredible 
but true; the ninety=pound heroine ingenuous yet undaunted. 


February 23 \ 


Macaulay, Rose Atheneum 
LETTERS TO A FRIEND: 1950-1952 | $5.00 


This unusual book is a gay and charming, witty and thoughtful collection of 
letters written by Dame Rose in about her 7Oth year to Father Hamilton Johnson, her 
spiritual mentor. Essentially intimate, their publication- after her death- will be 
regarded by few as a breach of privacy (she had wanted all her personal correspondence 
destroyed) but rather as an enriching experience which many will want to share. Their 
background is unusual. Rose Macaulay, a descendant of a long line of divines, Anglican, 
Puritan and Roman Catholic, was brought up in the Church of England. In her thirties 
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She made an Anglican retreat, and met Father Johnson and had a brief talk with him. 
In the successive years, she become involved in the literary and social world of 

her time, a friend of Forster, Virginia Wolff and Victoria Sackville-West. During 
the period she had a secret and discreet love affair with a married man for twenty 
years. In 1941, during the war, he died, her apartment and fine library was bombed 
out, and she lost her spiritual bearings wandering in what she called The World My 
Wilderness, & novel of this period. One day in 1950 she returned from a journey- 

she was an avid traveller- to find a note from Father Johnson. From this moment a 
brilliant correspondence ensued, and her letters to him are collected here. Father 
Johnson became the guide of this elderly but vigorous woman. As he wrote to the 
editor, "I was able to give her a little push back to where she belonged, inside the 
church, instead of standing on the porch; and she has been grateful to me ever since, 
and has written me letters which have quickened and polished up my mind more than any 
school, college or university did..." Thoroughly delightful, literate, human and 
humorous, the letters will bring pleasure and illumination to many readers. (LC:62- 


94.08 ) 
February 23 


Schultz, Sigrid-£d. Doubleday 
OVERSEAS PRESS CLUB COOKBOOK $4.95 


. * This is much more than just another cookbook. It is shared gastronomic 
adventure with those foreign correspondents who have found that some of the best 
scoops are acquired over the table - and this the world around. Many of the contri- 
butors are names widely known- Quentin Reynolds, Louis Lochner, T. R. Ybarra, Floyd 
Gibbons, Poppy Cannon; but to assiduous readers of foreign news in papers everywhere, 
many of the other names will give a sense of personal participation. For these are 
very personal selections, anecdotes, human interest bits, tips on food, from epicures, 
potentates, famous authors and musicians, soldiers, chefs; experiences and recipes 
interwoven in a skillfully edited text. Sigrid Schultz has contributed those connect- 
ing links that make the whole good reading, and she believes implicitly in the affinity 
between gastronomy and reporting. The recipes are mouth-watering, original, and tempt 
one to experimentation. Some specialties not ordinarily given much space are here in 
international dress;- sweetbreads, fondues, couscous, beans. The palm goes- she says- 
to suckling pig, from Spain to the Philippines. No housewife would choose this as a 
basic cookbook, but most collectors of cookbooks will want it for their shelves. 


(LC :62-7678) 
February 26 


Castle, Molly Dodd, Mead 
HOW TO BE 30 FOR 40 YEARS $3 .50 


A catchy title for some chatty advice, addressed primarily to women, is 
based on the combined experience of two nutrition and two physical culture experts, 
two psychiatrists, and one orthopedic surgeon. With some opening remarks on your 
biological age and your psychological attitude toward it, this goes on to emphasize 
the importance of posture, correct food habits, exercise, the care of your skin, 
hair, eyes (glasses which can be cosmetic) and feet (shoes which have been too cos- 
metic), the voice, fatigue and proper sleep habits (the tension generated is worse 


than the sleeplessness), and- most important of all- the preservation of your husband.... 


Popular rehabilitatim which provides a few new directives- and directions- for a 
time when you can still stay young gracefully. (LC:62-8922) 


Announcing for February 26 
Newlon, Clarke Dodd ,. Mead 
1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT SPACE $6.00 


Another volume in this series which has covered many phases of science and 
natural history, this presents a good deal of specific information in the shortest 
possible form. It is fully indexed, and has both illustrations and drawings. 
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February 26 


Harris, Sara Dutton 
HOUSE OF THE 10,000 PLEASURES $4.50 . 


Subtitled "A Modern Study of the Geisha and of the Streetwalker of Japan", this 
is about as poorly written and nebulous a "study" as one could ever imagine. It is di- 
vided into two sections or "case studies"; the first is called "The 'Flowery-Willowy' 
World of Tsuya-Giku"; the second, "The World of Kofumi Levine". In the first section, 
we are concerned with a woman who was sold into geisha training at the age of 7. We are 
told of all the rigors of traditional geisha training and of how the traditions and 
position of the geisha are deteriorating in modern Japan. The story in Section 2 is 
that of a woman who became a streetwalker during the Occupation, after being rejected 
by her mother-in-law during a "trial marriage" (a rural custom). Here, we meet all the 
Tokyo riff-raff, blackmarket cutthroats of wartime, and droves of desperate women; fi- 
nally, the story of Kofumi ends happily when she meets an American soldier from Brooklyn 
who falls in love with her and marries her. In both sections, we meet the main personnage 
as she lives today and then sit in on a kind of "rigged interview" during which her life 
story is related. Along the way is included every conceivable detail relating to customs, 
practices, and attitudes towards sex in Japan before, during, and after the American 
occupation. 


Jones, Evan Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
, THE MINNESOTA $6.00 


Evan Jones grew up along the banks of the Minnesota. Coming from the immigrant 
stock which first settled the rich mid-west farmland, he is steeped in that region's song 
and story. His book, of course, is a sentimental journey down through the Minnesota's 
past, but the sympathy is well spent. The prose is as supple and strong as the river e 
itself and the Jones eye scans the epoch-making nineteenth century scene with colorful ; 
insight and loving care. And the traffic this river carried is diverse, from an Italian 
Carbonaro to the Negro Dred Scott, from fur traders and Yankee pioneers to family feuds 
and surprise elopements. Outlaws Cole Younger and Jesse James made "visits" to its mouth; 
near it poet Thoreau courted the muse and artist Catlin sketched; explorers Fremont and 
Pike journeyed by it and Frenchmen Perrot and LeSueur set a Louis XIV claim on it. The 
river ranged from the keelboaters to the steamship age of "the fashionable tour", saw the 
bloody Sioux “war on the hen's egg" uprising and possibly hosted the legendary Vikings on 
their way to Canada. Nostalgically illustrated, filled with lots of anecdotal Americana, 
the "forgotten stream" rising in Big Stone lake should revive more than regional interest 
in this latest and lively addition to the splendid Rivers of America series. (LC:62-8340) 


Berger, John 9? Knopf 
TOWARD REALITY A $4--50- 


Londoner John Berger is the art critic of the New Statesman and The Observer; 
he's also a Marxist, as anyone reading "Toward Reality” will not fail to notice. Though 
Berger is too sophisticated to spout the old social-realism sewage Moscow journals float 
in, being a well-bred, well-fed "revolutionary" of the West, his own doodling of the 
dialectic is apparent everywhere. Constructivist Gabo has "a sense of historical destiny”; 
“epic painter of peace" Ten Holt is “herald of the new society"; Courbet is full of "un- 
inhibited fraternity"; Goya's "protests are relevant in an age of Buchenwald and Hiro- 
shima"; Leger celebrates "richer industrialization" and the "profound humanism of his 
materialist philosophy"; Picasso is "communal". And so it goes. Dubuffet, Klee and 
Action Painters are out, the Venice Biennial honoring "the image of muck" accompanies 
"the death throes of imperialism", Pollock is "meaningless", bourgeois culture "wastes ~ 
itself" in "crises of decaying capitalism" and one can judge art only "by the criterion 
of whether or not it helps.... the world wide struggle for equality”. Doctrinaire assess- 
ments of this sort are currently part of England's New Left movement; needless to say they 
are considered extremely chic. Berger rides the "wave of the future” with seriousness and 
sensitivity; to many of his persuasion he undoubtedly seems a prophet. To anyone else, 

a rather genteel and gullible propagandist. 
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February 26 


i Levi, Carlo Knopf 
ly & THE LINDEN TREES $3 £50 


* This is a continuity of observations, images and impressions, occasioned 
by the writer's fairly recent trip to and through Germany and the title reference to 
Goethe's "double night of the linden trees" will recur again and again as the motif 
for the interpretation here of Germany's divided nature. For if all is normalcy on 
the surface, there is underneath "a neurotic disfigurement"; the physical wellbeing 
of the people (the bloat of beer and pastry), the prosperity of all of the cities, the 
serenity of the countryside only masks dormant dangers- a deeper alienation; the 
Hitler phase was not an isolated phenomenon. Levi travels all over, views, converses, 
reflects- in museums and restaurants and night clubs; in the new refugee camp which 
was the old concentration camp of Dachau, and which still survives "not only in 
memory and conscience"; and finally, making his way through the rebuilt cities, 
without character or roots, he reaches Berlin- East and West- and finds underlying 
both "a void which no force, no ideal, no spontaneous will to unity" can fill. Along 
with some splendid scenes and some highly effective pictorial writing, this offers a 
subjective, inner view which is as ominous as it is suggestive. Translated by J. M. 
Bernstein. 


Shew, E. Spencer Knopf 
A SECOND COMPANION TO MURDER $4.50 


This continues the pattern of the first volume, 4 Companion to Murder 

| (P. 444) in its annotations of other varieties of murder, here more especially 

violent. The introductory Table of Murder gives the categories of cases of death, 

| (of, by, on, at, in, etc.), with references also to verdicts, unsolved killings, 

| reprieved killers, women tried for murder and other divisions of this crime. Again 

® specific mention is made of judges and counsel in leading trials, and of detection 
and punishment, and there is cross reference within the sections. The list of 
contents encompasses entries in both books (those in the first in italics) with the 
judges and counsel and miscellanea separated from the rest; a bibliography of 230 
books, and an index of names not given separate entries in the text (again the italics 
for those in the first book) facilitate use of the material. "Abinger" to "Zeitoun" 
fill in this half century of English criminal cases. 


pons Tepe SDN Aller 3 iOS Pei 


Kane, Henry Macmilian 
HOW TO WRITE A SONG $3 .95 





j Duke Ellington, Steve Allen, Johnny Mercer, Mitch Miller, and Noel Coward 

| are among the nine notable popular lyricists and/or melody men to whom Henry Kane 

| addresses his inquiry. Only it's not all that simple. As Mr. Coward is informed 

| during his separate interview, "We talk and talk and sort of, I soak you up". Kane 

i} is a veritable sponge. When finally the interviewees do get around to giving their 

Ny little formulas for replacing Larry Hart, there's general agreement that it takes 

Hl "desire, talent, and tenacity". (Mr. Kane's love of sound considered, one wonders 

whether it would take "tenacity" were it not alliterative.) With that out of the 
way let's talk about the book. These are portraitures with an excuse, low-keyed 
interviews in depth with the author's parlance getting so cool at times that it 
almost burns: as he says to Steverino, "How are you fixed for God?" The "talk, talk" 

4 comes through pretty well. We're aware at all times that these are nine different 

people. (LC:62-7268) 


' Buckley, William F., Jr. 3 ph. > Pisses 
8 ®@ THE COMMITTEE AND ITS CRITICS $4.95 








A major conservative statement defending the existence and the work of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities by William F. Buckley, Jr. and the editors 
of the National Review. Buckley, as polemically acute as ever, makes claim to many 
tenets as ultimate premise, but there is perhaps no more basic statement to be found 
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in the book than his assertion: "The tragedy is that it is at this moment, when the state 
is so gravely threatened, we find ourselves frozen in inaction by lofty and otherworldly : 
pronouncements of John Stuart Mill... It is nothing short of preposterous willingly to 9 ' 
tolerate an active conspiracy in our midst." Among the many propositions that the book 
attempts to validate are that the Committee performs licitly, that it performs a necessary 
function, and that its investigatory powers have yielded aplenty. (It has made 129 legis- 
lative recommendations between 1941 and 1960, 35 of which are now law of the land, 13 of 
which have been implemented by Presidential Executive Order.) Buckley and friends have 
a gift for logistics which trims down instead of nipping at the bud. Thus, to the argu- 
ment that the work of the Committee bears some resemblance to Salem and the witches 
burned therein, the Conservative argues that the witches in Massachusetts were hanged 
and not burned. It is in keeping with the tenor of this book that Alger Hiss is given 
a fully documented, longish chapter, while Dr. Edward Condon is dismissed with a para- 
graph or two ending not with the FBI's statement that there was "no question whatever 
concerning Dr. Condon's loyalty to the US", but rather with some snide remarks about 
Condon's reluctance to appear before the HCUA (4 years after injustices incurred) top- 
on off a "He denied having been a Communist". Buckley's admirers buy books. 
LC: 62-7342 


February 27 


Douglas, Jack Dutton 
A FUNNY THING HAPPENED TO ME ON THE WAY TO THE GRAVE $3.50 


The author's autobiographical excuse is occasioned by a lady who finds Douglas's 
old drum in the attic of the Lynbrook home where he spent his childhood. And if you can 
accept the fact that Jack Douglas was ever a child, the rest of the mad meandering should 
be fairly easy to swallow. Mr. Finnegan, the husband of the drum-finder, writes an irate 
epistle to Douglas, inquiring "What shall we do with your goddam drum?", a question which P 
is finally answered at the very end of the book: "Mrs. Finnegan - about the drum. Just 
put it back in the attic and while you're up there, please look around for my sister. 

I just remembered - the day we moved to California, she was up in the attic looking for 
it". Between Lynbrook and Jack Paar, he went to camp, "played the drum and sang [t’s 
A Treat To Beat Your. Feet In The Mississippi Mud with a trio, wrote a few flicks, and 
provided material for some of the country's top comedians. For one who missed the 
best-selling My Brother. Was An Only Child and Never. Laugh At A Naked Bus Driver, its 
difficult to describe Douglas's kind of rye(sic!) humor. He writes kind of out of the 
side of his mouth - show-biz stuff mostly - like a nihilistic Joe E. Lewis. He's 
necessarily undisciplined, very sick, and funniest when he's filthy. This one should 
go as well as his others. (IC: 62-11321) 





Trese, Patrick Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
PENGUINS HAVE SQUARE EYES $4.50 





A debonair account of two stays in the Antarctic, for the purpose of making 
documentary TV moving pictures for NBC News, gives a civilian's view of life on the ice 
with the military and scientific groups connected with IGY. Starting with an Aber- 
crombie & Fitch safari for equipment, continuing with the various means of transporta- 
tion to Hawaii, Fiji, New Zealand and finally McMurdo Sound, Trese makes a lively story 
of the press corps, of the pictures he and his cameraman Bill Hartigan took, of the 
making of a road in spite of crevasses, of trail parties, of the building of science 
stations, of air drops, of how insoluble problems were solved. There are no end of 
incidents with ludicrous moments - a penguin chase for a zoo director who hated the 
birds, the indoctrination of a Japanese newsman, the snowballing of "firsts", the tours 
of VIP's, the competition between the services, etc. There are grim shots of death and 
disasters, sketches of officers and personnel, colorful descriptions of the land and its 
history, and a vigorous over-all of living conditions for those who “winter-over". 
Likable, fun and uninhibited reading. (LC: 62-10347) 














0) 








December 15, 1961 Non-fiction «LEIS 


February-27 3 13 


Sinclair, Andrew Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
PROHIBITION - The Era Of Excess $7.95 


A thorough and well-documented account of the origins and politics of 
prohibition, and the results of its failure. The roots of prohibition are found in 
rural mythology and the passage of the Eighteenth Amendment was the country's last 
major victory over the city. Its proponents exploited the fears of the people, mis- 
represented the findings of science and medicine, and made effective use of the temper 
of reform. The efficiency of the dry pressure groups (and the correspondent stupidity 
of the brewers and distillers) and their mastery of propaganda translated the struggle 
into political terms. Politics pushed Bryan, Roosevelt and his successors into de- 
claiming themselves for prohibition, and encouraged Congress to pass its responsibility 
on to the states in the form of the Eighteenth Amendment. The author attributes the 
failureof enforcement to the prohibitionists' refusal to compromise--to the excess of 
their moral reform. He then traces the changes that bring the majority to the side 
of repeal. The author considers the tragedy of prohibition and its repeal to lie in 
the politics of excess: reform was born in excess and lost the support of moderates; 
it perished by excess and the prior evils returned, now further tarnished by the 
criminals' control of large areas of American business and labor. Recommended for 
the student of history and social change. Introduction by Richard Hofstader. (LC:62-8071) 





Bradford, Ernle Harcourt, Brace & World ye 


THE GREAT SIEGE 


A very serious, competent English naval historian who recently gave us 
The Mighty Hood now tackles a much wider and more complex historical subject---the 
great siege of Malta by the Ottomans in 1565. Although the book does not enjoy a 
constantly exhilgrating style, its precisely-organized fund of information (the re- 
search is really admirable) does give the reader a superior, readable treatment of 
an important but little-discussed epic from the Renaissance past. The little island 
of Malta, occupied by the heroic order of The Knights of Malta, was considered a 
serious threat to the shipping of Turkey's great Ottoman Sultans. Resolving to des- 
troy it forever, fierce Mustapha Pasha led a huge force of 40,000 men there by sea to 
overwhelm its less than 10,000 defenders. The siege, with its Janizary and Myalar 
troops on the crescent side, its knights and Spanish soldiers on the Christian, is 
one, of the most terrible yet bravest of all history. How the Knights won victory over 
the Muslims is made an astonishing tale. (LC:62-8052) 


Barach, Arnold & 
Kiplinger, Washington Editors Harper 
1975: AND THE YEARS BETWEEN $3 95 


No idle speculation, this is calculated guesswork based on the facts and 
figures now known which predicts the near future and concentrates, deliberately, on 
our physical and material expectations as against "social or political", let alone 
the international prospects of doom. This then forecasts patterns of employment 
(few left down on the farm)- the industrial revolution is not over; housing and 
equipment; what to buy, on credit, and you will wear synthetics and eat more concen- 
trates; education- an even worse snarl, not to mention roadblocks with more and more 
cars; communications; "more medical marvels” but not enough doctors; government and 
taxation; science; and investments (you should be thinking ahead now).... Men will 
enjoy this preview of their prospects and establish the market. (LC:61-17963) 
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Geld, Elien Bromfield Harper 
THE HERITAGE $4.50 


The youngest daughter of Louis Bromfield tells of her "life with Father". from 
the days when they lived (mostly) at Presbytere de St. Etienne in Senlis, to the recon- 
ditioning that made Maiabar Farm, to her own marriage and a similar project she and her 
husband took on in Brazil, to her father's death. Here is the picture of a man of 
moods, of tyranny, of intense curiosity and many other qualities; of a mother, with- 
drawing more and more through the years; of sisters with whom the family way of life,- 
travel in Europe, violent activity at the farm, everpresent visitors, and a "kind of 
chaos of daily living", was shared delightedly. The constants were George Hawkins, 
Bromfield's manager, and Nanny, a reconstructed English governess, and their father's 
devotion, inherited from his parents, to the land. The picture of the development of 
the farm, of restoring ruined earth, of the many happenings during the changing seasons, 
of the terminal points - George's death, their mother's death, Nanny's departure, 
marriages - goes from turbulent vigor to sad loneliness. Disturbing portraits emerge 
from this fond recall but the insights into the character of this writer and his re- 
lations with others have a definite fascination, and the appeal, because of his name 
and works, should be wide. (LC: 62-7910) 


Lasagna, Louis Harper 
THE DOCTOR'S DILEMMAS $4.95 


Dr. Lasagna, an associate professor at Johns Hopkins, has surveyed exhaustively 
and presented with a great deal of wit along with blunt, non-partisan candor many of the 
sorespots and hotspots which have plagued the history of medicine and its practitioners. 
The opening chapters review the early beliefs, fads, and fashions as well as famous fore- 
runners (witchcraft, chiropractice, hypnosis, homeopathy, osteopathy, etc.,) along with 
some of the professional laymen who have crusaded for public enlightenment (Flexner, 
Margaret Sanger, Mike Gorman- to drop a few names), and the more restrictive religio- 
medical influences. Later chapters concentrate on more modern issues: the training of 
physicians and the need for more, more women and more Negroes among them- the extension 
of medical schools- "pay the cost... or forfeit the goals"; on the A.M.A. and some its 
misguided, intransigent stands; on the drug industry and the Foundations (the ineffici- 
ency and overlapping here); on malpractice suits and other medicolegal problems; on the 
mass media and the popularity of medical journalism at all levels; on mental health, 
cancer, and nutrition. It is a very enlightening and sometimes frightening report 
which will tell you, for instance, that polio is a continuing threet since 1956 in 
spite of Salk, that Krebiozen is just one of the many cancer frauds, and that you can 
get along without tranquilizers or folk medicine. Presumably those who have stocked 
their medicine closets on the Rx of the lay practioners will be reluctant to accept 


this. (LC: 62-7906) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATES AND PRICES 


- Sigal, Clancy - GOING AWAY - from $5.50 to $5.75 (Houghton Mifflin) 
Wolpert, Stanley - NINE HOURS TO RAMA - from 2/?? to 3/14 (Random House) 
Coxe, George Harmon - THE MAN WHO DIED TOO SOON - from 1/29 to 3/19 ( Knopf ) 
Josephson, Matthew - LIFE AMONG THE SURREALISTS - definite date 2/19 (Putnam) 
Keller, Werner - EAST MINUS WEST EQUALS ZERO = definite date 2/19 (Putnam) 
West, Jessamyn- Fd. - THE QUAKER READER - from 2/?? to 3/?? (Viking) 
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December 15, 1961 CATHOLIC BOOKS: Foretaste of Early 1962 


Reported by Mr. & Mrs. William Holub 


Garofalo, Salvatore Msgr. Bruce 
Transl. by Tobin, Thomas J. $3 .00 


MARY IN THE BIBIE 


To Msgr. Salvatore Garafalo, world famous Biblical scholar and Professor 
at the Pontifical University of Rome, Mary, the Mother of God, is no mere Byzantine 
image, abstract and detached in a golden mosaic; she is a living creature, with all 
her character of mystery and humanity, in the moving panorama of salvation set forth 
in the Bible. In this valuable study of Mary In The Bible Msgr. Garofalo uses only 
the specific Biblical passages - and these are few - which allude to Mary, but he 
combines them with modern archaeological information to present a unique portrait of 
the Virgin Mother of Christ. All of the great events of Mary's life - the Annuncia- 
tion, her visit to Elizabeth, the Birth of Christ, the wedding at Cana, the death of 
her Son - are beautifully retold, but the author also depicts this young Jewish 
mother in her simple daily routine, grinding grain, baking bread, weaving cloth and 
singing lullabies to her Infant Son. Mary In The Bible should prove a rich source- 
book for Marian study, and lead the average layman to a greater love and understanding 
of "Mary, who on earth and heaven, is God's masterpiece and whose richness is the 
richness of humanity to which she belongs". Imprimatur. (12/7. LC:61-17436) 


Cavanaugh, Arthur Doubleday 
MY OWN BACKYARD $3.95 


My Own Backyard, Playwright Arthur Cavanaugh's moving and honest "apologia”, 
is indeed a welcome change from today's vogue for the more sensational autobiogra- 
phical exposes. His is the story of a Catholic who had spent the first part of his 
life in determined flight from his religion, a Catholic converted belatedly to his 
own faith. It is also the story of a sensitive introvert who for years looked 
longingly "at" life unable to enter "into" it. While attending college in the 1940's 
the author rejected completely the Catholicism he equated with his own unhappiness. 
During a wartime tour with the USO overseas he embarked on his play-writing career 
which eventually resulted years later in a series of well received, critically ac- 
claimed dramas for TV. His chance meeting with two women - the warm and understanding 
Jo Carroll, whom he married, and Phyllis Anderson, head of the Theatre Guild's play 
department and discoverer of new talent for a New York agency, gave him the love, 
trust and absence of fear which brought his life and work into focus and made it 
meaningful and complete. Mr. Cavanaugh is presently completing a play which he hopes 
is’ Broadway-bound. Many readers of My Own Backyard will wait eagerly for its 
premiere. (1/12. LC:62-7610) 


D'Arcy, Eric, Rev. Sheed and Ward 
CONSCIENCE AND ITS RIGHT TO FREEDOM $3.50 


In this strange age of "the dialogue" as well as of recurring fears from 
the likely imposition of control on freedom of worship by a growing plurality of 
Catholics among the citizenry of this country, Father D'Arcy's book can do mich to 
dissipate the dichotomy. Opening with a set of philosophical distinctions, which do 
get tedious, as to the meaning of conscience - citing Cicero on through St. Paul, 
St. Basil, St. Jerome and St. Thomas - the presentation picks up pace as the author 
argues towards his main thesis: that Catholic doctrine positively demands freedom of 
conscience for all. In the process the elusive concept of the workings of natural 
law is treated most adequately, and the premise of the sovereign authority of cons- 

_@ience over all other considerations is clearly established. Those who read the 





